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Thracian schools today 



The Greek Muslim minority  

     The Greek Muslim minority which lives in the Thrace Region in 

the northeastern part of Greece is consisted of three groups. 

 

 a) the Turkish descendants speaking Turkish 

 

    b) the Pomacs, people inhabiting the mountainous part of Thrace, 

not originally Muslims speaking the Pomac language 

 

    c) the Romas  speaking romani 

 



Treaties and agreements 

     According to relative Treaties and agreements 

     signed after World War 1 Greece and Turkey 

     undertook the responsibility to educate 

     respectively the Greek minority in Turkey and 

     the Muslim minority in Greece as well as 

     to take care for their well being. 

 

 

 



Number of Muslim minority pupils attending primary schools 
 

Years Nmber of pupils 

1960-1961 11.268 

1966-1967 14.276 

1970-1971 15.637 

1974-1975 13.978 

1979-1980 12.500 

1985-1986 10.965 

1990-1991 9.829 

1995-1996 8.359 

2000-2001 7.107 

2017-2018 5.061 



The situation today 

 

Primary education:129 minority schools  

 

Secondary education: two (2) six-graded religious 

schools and two (2) general education schools.  

   Total number of students attending secondary education is 

1786 pupils. 

 

 



The appointed teachers 

   Muslims (for the classes taught in Turkish)  

   Greek (for the classes taught) in Greek. 
All Greek teachers bear the status of civil servants  

   The status of the Muslim ones depends on certain 
variables. Those who are graduates of the Special Pedagogic 
Academy of Thessaloniki are civil servants. There is also a 
small number of teachers that come from Turkey owing to 
signed agreements. This is mutual since also Greek teachers 
go to Turkey to teach to Greek minority. 
 



Classes taught 

   In Greek : Greek Language, History, Environmental Study, 

Geography, and Social and Political Education. 

 

In Turkish: Turkish Language, Religious Education, 

Sciences, Physical Education, Art and Music. 

 



The books 

   Until 1998 the books of the classes taught in Greek in 

minority schools  were the same with the ones taught in the 

rest of the country. 

Then it started a special program of education for the 

Muslim students approved by the Ministry of Education. The 

material emphasizes mainly in pictures and not in long texts 

and focuses on the daily life in the family as well as on social 

and cultural activities and also promotes the friendly co 

existence between Christians and Muslims in many aspects of 

everyday life. 



The relative material 
     

      Books, activity books, teacher’s books and  supplementary material follow an 
intercultural approach of the teaching of the Greek language and are in two 
categories.  

     1. books that deal with the language as a second language 

     2. books with no relation with the (use of) language. 

 
   The material pays attention to the bilingual curriculum, the different level of 
the students and the cultural difference. 
The aim is to cover basic knowledge issues that they meet in the classes taught 
in Greek and facilitate the learning process of minority pupils. There is also a 
focus on issues of identity and otherness. 

 
 



The teaching and the books of minority 

   A vast majority of the minority children living in 
mountainous Muslim villages have never heard the Greek 
language until they start attending schools.   

   In this way the teaching of writing and reading is in the first 
grades of the primary schools in holistic method. 

 
The books for the classes taught in Turkish come from Turkey, 
under bilateral agreement, and are the same ones with those 
of schools in Turkey. 
 


