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How the Convoy Unfolded





A State of Emergency.



Online Movement

#TruckersForFreedom2022. #IStandWithTruckers



Why Did This Take Off?

• Emotions spread faster online.

• Algorithms boost content that triggers strong 
reactions.

• We don’t always think our way into political 
positions. We feel.

• Affective alignment—people bonding over 
shared feelings.



Four Major Conspiracy Theories 

• The Great Reset

• Vaccines as Weapons of Mass Killing

• Medical Martial Law

• The Ukraine War as a Distraction



Conspiracy #1: The Great Reset



Conspiracy #1: 
Emotion

• Fear of loss, anger at 
elites, pride in resisting.

• Supporters saw 
themselves as heroes 
saving Canada.



Conspiracy #2: Vaccines as Genocide



Conspiracy 
#2:Emotions



Conspiracy #3: Medical Martial 
Law



Conspiracy #4: Ukraine War as 
Distraction



What kinds of beliefs do these 
theories help build?

What are these conspiracy 
theories really doing 
beneath the surface?



The Base 
Grammar of 
Right-Wing 
Extremism.

The Myth of a Lost 
Golden Age

An “Us vs. Them” 
Mentality

The Restoration of 
Patriarchal Masculinity



Base Grammar #1: The Golden Age



Base 
Grammar 
#2: Us vs. 

Them



Base Grammar #3: Patriarchal 
Masculinity



Conclusion

The convoy was driven 
by emotional politics.

Feelings gave power to 
conspiracies and 
normalized exclusion.

Understanding emotion 
in digital politics is 
critical today.



Thank You!

Zeinab.Farokhi@utoronto.ca
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