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 Chris Underation, Ph.D., is an associate professor of digital media and 

communication arts at Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia, USA. Prior to coming 

to Liberty, he spent eight years as a tenured member of the faculty at The University of 

Findlay in Ohio. He has 20 years of experience working in radio, journalism and public 

relations. 

 In journalism, Underation covered everything from religion to sports to politics to 

police to healthcare, winning awards from professional organizations for his reporting 

and writing. 

 After moving to Massachusetts in 1995, he joined Dow Jones/Ottaway where he 

wrote for newspapers in Salem and Gloucester. At these papers he covered the fatal 

sinking of the Heather Lynne II and wrote a well-regarded series about the lack of 

emergency healthcare in several communities north of Boston due to overly stringent 

state regulations. 

 As a public relations practitioner, Underation worked with the top media outlets 

in the nation—including the New York Times, Today show, the CBS Early Show and 

television programs like House and Mystery Diagnosis. 

 In 2002 he served as an editor/consultant for Kevin Belmonte’s book Hero for 

Humanity: A Biography of William Wilberforce. This book served as the basis for the 

2007 award-winning film Amazing Grace. 

 Underation regularly publishes academic papers and presents at conferences. He 

also consults for radio stations around the United States.  

He earned a media management fellowship with the Poynter Institute for Media 

Studies in Florida in 1992, and holds master’s degrees from Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts and Kent State University in Kent, Ohio. His 

Ph.D. was taken at Regent University in Virginia Beach, Va. 


