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Premises 

„Religion is the sigh of the tormented creature, 

the sensibility of the heartless world, as is the 

spirit of spiritless ordinances. It is opium for the 

people”.  

From this famous statement, which belongs to 

Karl Marx, is usually used only the last sentence.  

However, the antagonism between Christianity 

and Marxism was not the same during the 

evolution of the two concepts, thus 

distinguishing several stages. 



Romania 
 Religion played an important role in building nation-states in central and 

eastern Europe in the interwar period, on the ruins of ancient empires. In the 
multinational universe of Greater Romania, the idea of nation and the 

social, ethnic and cultural construction of the Romanian identity in the new 

geographical space revolved around the religious imaginary of the "sacred 

nation". (Zsuzsánna Magdó, „Mass enlightenment, atheism and the 

romanian socialist nation: The Society for Dissemenation of culture and 

science, 1949-1963”) 

 The universal exhibition in New York in 1939 also brought together a 

Romanian pavilion with an inscription in large letters on a marble column 

"Romania has over 20 million people completely united in language, 

tradition and culture." In 1940, shortly after this exhibition, Romania lost large 

parts of its national territory in favor of the U.R.S.S., Bulgaria and Hungary. 

The national and cultural universe that brought Romanians together under 

the dome of the largest territorial area they had ever known, with the 

contribution of religion that played an important role, was collapsing. At the 

end of World War II, this status quo will never return. (Irina Livezeanu, 

Cultural Politics in Greater Romania: Regionalism, Nation Building, and 

Ethnic Struggle, 1918–1930) 



Romania at the international exhibition in New 

York, 1939 



Questions and methods 
 In this study, I set out to answer questions such as: To 

what extent could the communist regime rely on its 

party members to promote the new atheist ideology? 

How was this new ideology viewed by the rural 

population? What kind of problems did the column 

"Fighting against Mysticism" contain in the official 

documents? What were the main measures put in place 

by the regime against religious activities? To what extent 

has the regime achieved its objectives? 

 In this research, I used both theoretical methods, 

respectively discourse and comparative analysis of 

official documents of the Romanian Workers' Party or the 

main daily of the regime, but also empirical methods, 

observing the social metamorphoses of the post-

communist Romania. 

 

 

 



Scientific socialism and religious cults 
 Communist ideology identified religious dogmas but also the 

Church as the main culprits for the economic, social and cultural 

backwardness of most of the masses. 

 Scientific socialism, on the other hand, was to awaken the class 
consciousness and lead the Romanian society towards true 

modernity. 

 While the Orthodox Church benefited from the regime's tacit 

acceptance, despite the exceptions of some clerics, the Greek 

Catholic Church was to return to the Orthodox Church, with 

opponents under pressure and arrest, and the Roman Catholic 

Church appearing in the mirror of relations with the Vatican.  

 Protestant cults received special attention from the regime and 

were under constant pressure, especially from Jehovah's Witnesses 

or Adventists who refused military service. 

 The agreement with the Orthodox Church offered, in addition to an easier 

course in the effort to gain legitimacy, also a more effective control of the 

cults, under a single dome. 

  

 



Patriarch Justinian Marina, near the communist leaders 

 



Jehovah's Witnesses Congress in Bucharest in 1946 



Protestants in Romania 



Official reports 

 On the way to the effort to legitimize and control the education of 

the masses, in the new communist ideology, the regime engaged in 

a broad campaign to monitor the activity of religious 
denominations. 

 The official reports, prepared by the officials of the Agitation and 

Propaganda Section of the Romanian Workers' Party, reserved a 

separate section for these issues. 

 The authorities always complained that the activity of religious cults 

hindered the proper conduct of agricultural work or that it would 

impede cultural events organized by local party leaders in villages. 

 They thus became a barrier to economic and social progress, 

according to the regime. 

 Reports in party documents are sometimes unclear, leading to more 

or less deliberate confusion. 

 



The connections of religious cults with the West 

 Another point of concern to the communist authorities 

was the links of the Catholic Church with the Vatican 

and of the Baptist, Pentecostal, Adventist, or Jehovah's 

Witnesses with the United States. 

  Ties to the West had to be removed. 

Most believers, both Catholics and Protestants, were in 

the multiethnic and multicultural region of Transylvania. 

 Authorities organized cultural events at the same time as 

religious ones, on Sundays or religious holidays. These are 

conferences, film screenings, plays or competitions. 

 But especially when, despite the authorities' efforts to 

provide alternatives for leisure, the number of believers, 

especially Protestants, was increasing, they resorted to 

coercive means consisting of political pressure and 

arrests of religious leaders. 

 

 

 

 



Regime measures 

 On the other hand, the communist authorities made efforts to 

combat what they called "mysticism and superstition." In the rural 

area there were rumors such as the outbreak of a new war, the 

imminence of the apocalypse, being reported cases of people with 

mental disabilities who were revered as saints. 

   Thus, sanitary campaigns or courses for hygiene, literacy 

campaigns or scientific presentations were organized, such as the 

one in Bucharest, entitled "Human Evolution". 

   One of the regime's most important allies in the struggle against 

religious precepts was the "Society for the Dissemination of Science 

and Culture”, organized on the Soviet model. 

 Its mission was to "spread science to the broad masses of the 
people, to combat obscurantism, mysticism and superstitions.„ 

 The authorities also used official publications such as the Scânteia 

(The Spark) newspaper or Hungarian-language newspapers. 

 

 

 

 



Society for the Dissemination of Science 

and Culture 



The atheist's guide book 

 



Science and atheism book 



The Cultural Guide Magazine, 1959 



Reading in the villages. Bucharest Region 



The Cultural Guide Magazine. Women’s Lectureship 



Conclusions 
 Despite the communist regime's efforts to impose its own agenda 

on mass cultural policies, the effects were somewhat expected, 
with the results largely modest. Romania's forced development 

faced the problems inherent in the process of modernization and 

industrialization.  

 To impose a foreign ideology to a rather conservative Eastern 
European space, dependent on archaic conceptions, in a society 

in which 80% of the population lived in rural areas at the end of the 

Second World War, needed a longer period of time than the 

regime had initially anticipated. 

 The church still had a significant influence on education, health 

care and people in general. The priests still benefited from a 

privileged state, constituting, together with the teachers, the 

intellectual elite of the rural space.  

 Detachment from the traditions of the village world will be achieved 

only partially after the exodus to industrial cities that were in great 

need of labor. 

 

 



Conclusions 

 The communist regime, despite vigorous anti-religious 

campaigns, achieved modest results in secularizing the 

social and cultural space. Interestingly, many members 

of the Communist Party, although it seems that they only 

formally embraced the new ideological concepts, 

continued to participate in religious life, of course, in a 

discreet way. 

 The second stage of the communist regime, which 
began after Nicolae Ceaușescu took power, a 

nationalist leader who would put his shoulders to the rise 

of what was called national-communism, also brought 

the replacement of religious symbols, Santa Claus 

becoming Frosty Santa, and the tree of Christmas was 

transformed into the winter tree. 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

 Today, the vast majority of Romanians have declared themselves 

Orthodox Christians, although very few of them are practitioners. 

Most of those who go to church frequently are people over the age 
of 60, some of them former members of the Communist Party.  

 The atheism assumed in the public space is another topic that 

generates controversial discussions, especially if it is a public person, 

many young people being agnostic, manifesting at the same time 

an aversion to the authoritarianism of the Orthodox Church. 

 The public space is now occupied, especially with the dispute 

between two camps that militate for the maintenance, while the 
other for the elimination of religion from schools, to which is added 

the introduction of sex education in educational institutions. These 

elements make up today the picture of a modern society, which is 

currently taking important steps towards secularization. 

 



Religious affiliation in Romania (2011) 



         

        Thank you! 


