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The Nordic Origins of the lliad and Odyssey:
An Up-to-date Survey of the Theory

Felice Vinci
Independent Researcher, Writer
Italy

Abstract

Anuptoodat e survey of the theory proposed i |
Epic Tales" is presented here. The real setting of the lliad and Odyssey can be
identified not as the Mediterranean Sea, where it proves to be undermined by
many incongruities, butather in the north of Europe. The oral sagas that
originated the two poems came from the Baltic regions, where the Bronze Age
flourished in the 2nd millennium BC and where many Homeric places, such as
Troy and Ithaca, can still be identified today. Thenol seafarers who founded

the Mycenaean civilization in the Aegean in the 16th century BC brought these
tales from Scandinavia to Greece after the end of the climatic optimum. These
peoples then rebuilt their original woridwhere the Trojan War and many
other mythological events had taken placéarther south in Mediterranean
waters, transferring significant names from north to south. Through many
generations, they preserved the memory of the heroic age and the feats
performed by their ancestors in thieist Hyperborean homeland, until the oral
tradition was put into written form around the 8th Century BC, when
alphabetical writing was introduced in Greece. This new prospect can open
new developments as to the European prehistory and the dawn of the Gree
civilization.

Keywords: Bronze Age, Homer, lliad, Nordic, Odyssey.
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The Northern Features of Homer 6s Worl d
Northern Features of Climate, Clothes, Food, and Vessels

Homer 6s worl d presents northern featur
and unsettled, very different from what we expect in the traditional
Mediterranean setting. Thiad dwells upon violent storms (i.e., in Il. IV: 275
278, XlI: 305308, XllI: 795799),t or r ent i al rain and disast
87-91, XI: 492495, XIlI: 37-141, XVI. 384388), and often mentions snow (lI.

XIll, 156-158), even on lowlands (Il. XIl: 27886, X: 68, XV: 170171; XIX:

357-358, Ill: 222). Fog is found everywhere, e.g., ie tmisty sea" (Od. V,

281), and also in Troy (ll. XVII: 368), Scherie (Od. VII,-42), Ithaca (Od.

X111 189), the Cy cahdspan.sAs redardathee sun,dhe . I X:
lliad hardly ever refers to its heat or rays; Ddysseynever mentionshie sun

warmth in Ithaca, though it refers to the sailing season. As to the seasons, there

Is a parallel between Homer, who mentions only three seasons: winter, spring

and summer , and Tacitusobés Ger mans, for
have meaning andames, but they are unaware of the name and produce of

autumn" (Germania, 26: 4)

Clothes described in the two poems are consistent with a northern climate
and the finds of the Nordic Bronze age. In the episode dDtysseyn which
Telemachus and Peisis at us are guests at Menel ausos
young men get ready for lunch after a bath: "They wore thick cloaks and
tunics" (Od.IV: 501 51). The same is said of Odysseus when he is a guest at
Al cinousdés hows7e Sihilay,NeYbrbs 4b55ak is "do
large; a thick fur stuck out” (Il. X: 134) and, when Achilles leaves for Troy, his
mother thoughtlly prepares him a trunk "filled with tunics, wirgtoof thick
cloaks and blankets" (ll. XVI: 22324). Those "thick cloaks artdnics" can be
compared to the clothes of a man found in a Danish Bronze Age tomb: "The
woolen tunic comes down to the knees and a belt ties it at the waist. He also
wears a cloak, which a bronze buckle pins on his shoulBésby 1966: 245)

Also Odysses wears "a golden buckle" (Od. XIX: 226) on his cloak, and "a

shining tunic around his body like the peel on a dry onion" (Od. XIX: 232

233); all of this fit what Tacitus says of Germanic clothes: "The suit for
everyone i s a cape edtarddistnguishedcyleuit ( €) The
(...) which is closditting and tight around each limbGgrmanial7: 1).

Regarding food, itdéds remarkable that fr
never appear on the table of hheatmer 6 s he |
(beef, pork, goat, and game), much like that of the Vikings, who "ate meat in
large quantities, so much so that they seemed to regard the pleasure of eating
meat as one of the joys of lifePC r t ner . HN@B 6s2@hyaracters h
hearty meal irthe moring: "In the hut Odysseus and his faithful swineherd lit
the fire and prepared a meal at sunrise" (Od. XVI2 } , l i ke Tacitu
Germans: "As soon as they wake up (é) th
and table" Germania22: 1). This individal table {rapezg is typical of the
Homeric world, too (Od. I: 138).
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One should also note that, while pottery tableware was prevalent in
Greece, the Nordic world was marked by "a stable and highly advanced bronze
founding industry” FischefFabian 198590), whi ch squares with H
poems, which mention only vessels made of metal: "A maid came to pour
water from a beautiful golden jug into a silver basin" (Od. I,-138); wine
was poured "into gold goblets" (lll: 472) and "gold glasses” (I: 142). When
vessel felt to the ground in Odysseusd p
(b o mb, Od. BVIII: 397). Also lamps (XIX: 34), cruets (VI: 79), and urns (Il
XXIII: 253) were made of gold. As to the poor, Eumaeus the herdsman pours
wine for his guestsifito a wooden cup'k{ssybion Od. XVI: 52), like the cup
Odysseus gives Polyphemus (Od. IX: 346). Wood, of course, is the cheapest
material in the north (Estonia and Latvia have an ancientittachf wooden
beer tankards).

Nordic Customs and Archaisonf Homer 6s Worl d

There are many remarkable parallels between the Homeric Achaeans and
the Nordic world, in the fields of their social relations, interests, lifestyles, and
so on, despite the time gap. E. g., Ho mer
value in "oxenTa new vase, decorated with power s
an ox" (Il. XXIll, 885);a big tripod was worth twelve oxen (ll. XXIll: 703);
Ul yssesd nurse Eurycleia had ciois't t wenty
comparable to the fact thaturihg the first Viking Age, cows were still used
"as the current monetary unitPC® r t ner JAS&ttément ftodn Iacitus
bridges these two distant epochs: "Catt |
and highly valued wealth"Germania 5, 1). Besides, th prominence of oxen
in the economy of the Homeric world is another argument in favour of the
Nordic setting, while in the Greek world other kinds of livestock are more
important (one should also consider how important were beef and pork in
Achaeansodo diet).
Still on Tacitus, Karol Modzelewski, by quoting a custom reported in
Germania 11, writes: "The mention of assembly decisions taken by a peculiar
acclamation method, consisting in brandishing spears, is confirmed by the
codifications, datingback to the 12 century, of the Norwegian juridical
traditions, where this rite is called a p n"a(Md&zelewski 2008: 33)it is
remarkable that the custom of going armed with spear to the assembly is found
in Homer: Telemachus "went to the assemblyhéle the bronze spear” (Od.
[I: 10). Thus a custom dating back to the Homeric world was still present in
Viking Norway of the 19 century.
One should also note that Odyweseusd sh
typical of all Homeric vessels: both thead (I: 434, 480) anddysseyll: 424,
VIII: 52) confirm that setting up and taking down the mast weréoousry at
the beginning and the end of each mission. This feature was also typical of the
Viking ships,which lowered the mast whenever there wees risk of sudden
gusts or ice formation, which could cause the ship to capsize. Another
structural feature typical of Viking ships, the flat keel, is found also in Homeric
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ones, as one can infer from the passage
wherethe Phaeacian ship "mounted the beach by half the length" (Od. XIlI:
114).

Another peculiar custom of the Homeric heroes is that they got off the
chariots and left them aside during the duels: e.g., the Trojan hero Asius used
to fight "on foot in front ofhis puffing horses, which the charioteer kept all the
time behind him" (Il. XIll: 385386). Scholars agree that this way of using the
chariots seems to be absurd and senseless: "No one has ever fought like the
heroes of Homer. They are led to battle imarobt, then they jump off to fight
against the enemyAll that we know about the battle chariots in Eastern
Mediterranean protests against this view of thinystlg¢l-Naquet 2013: 573).
However, what looks odd in the Mediterranean fits the Nordic world:
according to Diodorus of Sicily, the Celts "employed {#wwse chariots, each
with his coachman and warrior, and, when they confronted each other in war,
they used to throw the javelinhdn they came down from the chariot and
fought with the sword" Historical Library5: 29). Still Diodorus writes that
"Brittany is said to be inhabited by native tribes conforming to their ancient
way of life. In war they use chariots, like the ancient éBréaeroes in the
Trojan war" Historical Library5: 21). Julius Caesar adds other details upon
the Britains: "When they have worked themselves in between the wbops
horse, leap from their chariots and engage on fidwt. charioteers the mean
time withdraw some little distance from the battle, anglage themselves
with the chariots that, if their masters are overpowbsethe number of the
enemy, they may have a ready retreat to their m@ops.Thus they display in
battle the speed of horse, ttger withthe firmness of infantry” e bello
Gallico IV: 33).

So, the chariot fightings narrated by thiad are not absurdities due to the
supposed ignorance of the poet; instead, Homer must be considered the only
extraordinary witness of the Nordic @rze Age, whose archaic customs
survived in Britain until Caesaros age.

This confirms what Stuart Piggott write& he nobility of the [Homeric]
hexameters should not deceive us into thinking thatlige and theOdyssey
are other than the poems of agely barbarian Bronze Age or Early Iron Age
Europe. There is no Minoan or Asiatic blood in the veins of the Grecian Muses
(...) They dwell remote from the Cretdiycenaean world and in touch with
the Europeanelements of Greek speech and culture (...)irBeMycenaean
Greece (...) lies Europe” (Piggdi968 126). Besides, according to Geoffrey
Kirk, the Homeric poem&were created (...) by a poet, or poets, who were
completely unaware of the techniques of writingKirk 1989: 78)and "a
recent linguistic argument suggests that the Homeric tmesis, i.e. the habit of
separating adverbial and prepositional elements that latmecombined into
compound verbs belongs to a stagdaniguage anterior to that represented in
the Linear B tablet . I f so, that would take el ement
more than five hundred years before his time" (Kirk 1$8889).

T hat 6 %heravib &n absolute difference both in extension and quality
between the Mycenaean society dliddé s Codifo 1974 IX): Homer 6s
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civilization appears more archaic than the Mycenaean one. There is also the

odd case of Dionysus, who is an important god both in the Mycenaean period

and in classical Greece, but i's al most
therefore, probdlp preceded the Mycenaean civilisation, instead of following

it.

Greeks Myths and Gods in the North

K8r ol y uKderin@sithe isimilarities between the myth of the birth of
Helen from a ferbird egg and some legends of the "Fisuhgric peoples from
Russia" (Ker ®nyi 1979: 36) . Kattelpoege f er s t o
where one can find the tale on the bwfi'beautiful Linda" from an egg found
by chance. Another case of convergence is the mythical wedding of Zeus and
Leda, Hel ends parents, i n the features o
(Ker ®nyi 1979: 35) . Hel ends ythologhyuct i on h
where Snion, son of the king of Denmark, abducted the beautiful queen of
Sweden, which aroused a w&¢gsta Danorunvlil, XI: 2). Besides, the Norse
Valkyries, who bring the souls of slain warriors to Valhalla, can be compared
to the Homeric "dradful K U'rwho, in the battlefield, "one moment seized a
freshly wounded man, then another still unhurt, or she dragged a corpse by its
foot through the fray. She wore a cloak around her shoulders, which was red
with human blood" (Il. XVIII: 535538).
Stll in Eastern Baltic, "Near Ragnit, Lithuania, reapers leave the last tuft

of wheat standing and say: Ol d Boba is
sharpens his sickle and cuts the tuft wi:
head" Frazer 1973: 7/ Boba i s Baubo, Trittol emusos

goddess connected with Demeter, the Greek goddess of crops.
Besides, Saxo Grammaticus often mentions Curfetirow Kurland, a
district of Latviai whose name derives from an ancient people known as the
Curians. Saxo calls its inhabitants "Curetes" (Gesta Danorum 1, VI: 7),
comparabl e to Home innece 2ai3]lelX: &29-580)Cf . Il ze
whom Greek myt hol og#stddeushimself, jpstidthat s 6s bir
region there is "the figure of a supreme god callkelvasin Lithuania and
Dievs in Latvia. In local folklore he curiously shows features typical of
Hellenic Zeus" (Prampolini954 460).
Saxo links the Curetes to Hadugy a legndary Danish king, whose
adventures recall stunningly those of Odysseus: he resorts to a stratagem to
conquer a city, is seduced by a sorceress skilled at shapeshifting, is recognized
by a woman because of a scar in the calf, is fond of tharsgahips, kills a
sea monster and, therefore, is persecuted by the gods; he visits Hell (Gesta
Danorum |, VIII: 227); besides, Odin gives advice and helps him, just as
Athena does for Odysseus.
On the other hand, a Nordic Odysséus/ho, according to Hoer, was
“fair-haired" (Od. XIII: 399, 431) is mentioned both by Plutarch, who says
that Ogygia lay in the North Atlantidg¢ Facie quae in Orbe Lunae apparet
941a), and Tacitus, who claims that he sailed the Northern seas (Germania,
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3.2). Probably thestales reached Rome in the first century AC, the time of
Plutarch and Tacitus, owing to the expeditions of the Romans to Great Britain:
they could derive from the oral tradition of the Celts. Actually, Plutarch might
refer to them when, by examining thecdédization of Ogygia, claims: "The
barbarians hand downé" (De Facie 941a).

The favourite themes ohe Celtic bards included adventureschtrg
beyond human bounds, and wanderinigsn{ran) towards the paradisiacal
islands in the middle of the ocean, whelivine women refreshed and made
love with the heroes who arrived there, offering them immortality and
everlasting youthThis is how the queen of one of these fabulous islands
addresses a hero after he goes ashore: "If you remain here, old age will not
catch you. Youol I be young asMakaleu are no
1982: 318).All of this is identical to the outlying island of the goddess
Calypso, who promises to make Odysseus "immortal and ageless forever" (Od
V: 136 VII: 257).Besides,tel mmr am cur ai (§TheM®yadedf D Y4i n
MS§ e | D %i")n 6bse gShnisp wi th a journey in search
|l i ke Telemachusd journey, foll owed by a
So, it is no coincidence than 1892 (...) Arbois de Jhainville described the
Odysseyas animmramand later, in 1899, he confronted the Celtic society
with the Homeric one" (Bendelli 2013: 550).

The oral tradition of the Druidsould also be at the origin of the Irish work
in Gaelic languag®erugud Uilixmaicc Leirtis("Wanderings of Odysseus son
of Laertes"), dating back to the 2entury, where one can find a mix of
themes coming from both tl@dysseyand Irish folklore. It remains debatable
whether such similarities with th@dysseycame from the clascal epic, or
from an independent tradition to which Plutarch and Tacitus made reference
when they mentioned the Nordic Odysseus. In this respect, one should consider
that there are details of tiMerugud Uilix maicc Leirtisvhich diverge from
the Odysseye.g., one can find a singular misunderstanding, when Odysseus is
jealous of a young man who embraces Penelope, but he is Telemisiehers (
1886: 26) By considering that the same misunderstanding is found in a
traditional Kurdish taleda n1992:166), one can infer that it might go back to
an old independent tradition, previous to the Hiloopean diaspora.

Probl ems of Homerds Geography in the Medi

Homeric geography gives rise to innumerable problems: the archipelago of
Ithaca does not fit # lonian Island at all; "Even the topographical detail of
Odysseusd6 home island of I|Ithaca can be s
points appropriate to the neighbouring isle of Leucas but quite impossible for
Il thaca" (Finley 19 adge:from3ltBagcg to Fywd isto@a c hus 6
short (Od. 1I: 434); his swift journey by chariot from Pylos to Lacedaemon,
along "a wheaproducing plain" (Od. Ill: 495) is too easy; the river Alpheus
"pows broad over the Pylian coftomtry"™ (11
Troy to Mycenae rounding Cape Malea (Od. IV: 514) is incomprehensible; the
very long days in the land of the Laestrigonians are freakish; the Hellespont is
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always considered "wide" (e.g., Il. VII: 86) or even boundless (XXIV: 545);
the allies of the fiojans, such the Lycians and the Cilicians, whom Hector
considers his neighbours (ll. XVII: 220), instead lived far awsdijséon 1932:

57); Calydon is regarded as a "pleasant city" (ll. IX: 531), which "clashes with
its mountain position” (Graf 1997: 50ynot to mention the ancient questions of

Pyl osodos (5@r)afanldd 9Phar osds position, as w
between Argolis and Pylos along the sea (ll. 1X:-295).
Besi des, as regards OdysseusdO wanderin

that all these things are clearly imagined in the Atlantic oce@ebgraphy
1.2.18), which fits what Plutarch says about Ogygia and the stream reversal of
the river of Scherie (Od. V451-453). And what of the regions of the
mountainous Peloponnese, that look like a plain in both poems?

At this point, the original Nordic location of the oral sagas that gave rise to
the two poems can explain all probleingeographic, climatic and s;d as
well as the huge anomaly of the great battle that takes up the central books of
the lliad, a battle that continues for two days and one night. It is
incomprehensible that the darkness of night in the Mediterranean world would
not put a temporary gpoto the fighting, but the fact that the conflict continues
unabated through these hours makes a good deal of sense in a Northern setting:
what all ows Patroclusodés fresh troops to
without a break is the dim, residual nidlght that is typical at high latitudes
around the summer solstice. THkad even records the name of this
phenomenon: "When it was stdlear-around[a mp h i riigjntkbﬁfore dawn
broke..." (ll. VII: 433). The Homeric termra mp h i, Whick tefers to a
phenomenon unknown in the Mediterranean area, is very uncommon in Greek
literature, where it is only found in th&rgonauticsby Apollonius Rodius,
right in the passage that mentions the Hyperborean Ap#élig. (Il: 671).
Besides, this interpretation alls us to reconstruct the stages of the entire
battle in a coherent manner (while they become a hodgepodge if the battle is
compressed in a single day).

It is also noteworthy that two days after the clear night of June, that had
allowed warriors to fightuni | t he day after, there is t
rivers of Troy: "the whole plain had been floodéd" XXI: 300). Actually, the
over powings of the Northern rivers wusual
thaw; they coincide, therefore, with theeal nights, which confirms the
trustworthiness of thiiad.

All of this is a piece of evidence of a Northern set, which squares with a
passageof the lliad: "When the cries of the cranes fleeing from winter and
i ncessant rain c a4 Thisonatiradistiospaintieg'"hidgs | | . [ 11
another piece of evidence of the northern location of Troy: "This behavior is
typical of a flight of cranes that leave northern Europe in autumn, whereas
these birds migrate from South in spring” (Tripodi 2013: 268)the contrary,
a Mediterranean poet would have spoken of “cranes fleeing from summer”,
instead of "from winter". In short, Homer describes a Northern scene here.
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The Reconstruction of the Homeric World
Ogygia, Scherie and Ithaca

The key that allowst he reconstruction of Homer 6.
provided by a passage by Plutarch, whi ch
lies in the North Atlantic, "five days of navigation from Britain, towards the
sunset" De Facie quae in orbe lunae appa@tla).Ogygia can be identified
with one of the Faroe Islands, Nolsoy, where, according t@thesseythere
are caves, meadows, large colonies of seabirds, small watercourses, a mountain
call ed HRgoyggj, and | ow beaches that a
position of Nolsoy along the Eastern side of the Faroe archipelago, before the
Norwegian coast, tallies with the arrival of a ship coming from Charybdis (the
Maelstrom area in the Lofoten Islands), and the sailing towards Scheria (in
Southern Norway). S¢, her e are good reasons to su
Plutarchos Ogygia might be one of the F

By sailing from Ogygia in an easterly direction (Od.276-277), one can
locate Scherie, the land of the Phaeacians, on the southern coast of Norway
near tle mouth of the river Figgjo, where there are many Bronze Age remains:

l.e., graves andock carvings that often portray ships. Homer calls the
Phaeacians "renowned navigators" (Od. VIII: 191), although they are unknown
in the Mediterranean worldit is noteworthy that in the ancient Nordic
language skerja means "rock,"” which squares with the features of that sea:
"only sheer cliffs, rocks and reefs" (Od. V: 405); moreover, Odysseus in his
landing on the mouth of the river took advantage of thersal of the stream,
due to the high tide.

From Scherie the Phaeacians took Odysseus to Ithaca, which Homer talks
about in great detail: it is the westernmost island of an archipelago where there
are three main islands: Dulichium (i.e. "the Long" in Graever found in the
Mediterranean), Same and Zacynthus (Od. IX: 24).

A group of Danish islands in the Baltic Sea, i.e., the Sbyth

Pr
al

Archi pel ago, is the only one in the worl
includes three main islandsangeland, the "Long Island", that is Dulichium,
Aer 3, that fits Homeric Same, and T-sing

archipelago one can also identify Asteris, the little island "in the strait between
Il thaca and Same"™ ( Od. suitgrs tried 405waylay wher e P
Tel emachusd ship, which was coming back
This identification is strengthened by a comparison between the numbers
o f Penel op #&#tP-svo comingt from Bulichium, twentjour from
Same, ad twenty from Zacynthus (Od. XVI: 24250) 7 and the surfaces of
the respective islands: Langeland (Dulichium), 185;km Aer B ( S@ame) , 88
T-singe ( Zac?% Thehalmss) perfed (rop&rtion between the
triplets (5224-20) and (1888-70) is astaishing.
The last island in the archipelago, located westwards, "facing the night"
( Od. I X: 26) , i's Odysseusd I|Ithaca, now Kk
the indications of the poet, not only in its position, but also in its topographical

10
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and morpblogical features (e.g., one can find the ancient "Harbour of
Phorcys", the "Crow Rock", a Neolithic dolmen, and so on).

Figurel.LYy 3, Homer 6s | thaca

First Point

4 Crow's Rock e Odysseus
Palace

Eumaeus' hut e

A nﬁ:mes' Phorcys

A Neritus

Fields
Wood

Source Vinci 2006

In front of Dulichium lay Elis (ll. Il 626), one of the regions of
Pel oponnese. Elis is identiyable with th
of the large Danish island of Sjaelland: here is the original "Island of Pelops”,
in the real meaning of the word "islandi' U 9. ©@s the other hat) the Greek
Peloponnese (which lies in a similar position in the Aegean Sea, i.e., on its
southwestern side) is not an island, despite its name. It is remarkable that
Tel emachusd swift journey by <chariot fr
wheatproducingplain" (Od. Ill: 495), as well as the war between Pylians and
Epeans narrated in Book Xl of thikad, which have always been considered
i nconsi stent with Greecebs uneven geogr a
Sjaelland, where the Atreidae and king tdesreigned. All geographic
incongruities arising in the Greek world, such as the absurd border between
Argolis and Pylos along the sea (Il. IX: 2995), disappear her&/ifici 2006:
242)

Troy
Our search now turns to the area of Troy, where, as MostsyFilaims,
"Not a single scrap links the destruction of Troy Vlla with Mycenaean Greece,

or with an invasion from any other source. Nor does anything known from the
archaeology of Greece and Asia Minor or

11
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Homerictat of a great <coalition sailing agai:H
Trojan War" (Finley 1979 43).Besides, Dieter Hertel (who worked on the site
of Hisarlik), claims that both Wilusa and the city found by Schliemann have

nothing to do with the Homericrédy: "Troy/Fi | i um was not Wil usa |
the supposed relationship bet ween Wil us
Al exandr us, Priamds son, "King Al aksandu

Kukunni" (Hertel 200355) (moreover, Paris never was king of Trolf)should
also be considered that "thanks a series of core samples taken in 1977 we now
know that in prehistoric times the plain was covered by an extensive arm of the
sea, which reached up to Hisarlik in the Troy VI period (...) and the findings of
Schiemann, Virchow and Burnouf, based as they were on inadequate samples,
were in error" Traill 1995: 190).Besides, Homer mentions the pofnthere
the Simopus river and t"HleV:3e)awhcmid er mi x |
impossible inthe areaéfi sar |l i k, where the two rivers
The Homeric Troy stood close to the "broad Hellespont" (k.¥ll: 86,
XVII: 432), very different from the Dardanelles. Saxo Grammaticus often
mentions a people named "Hellespontins”, sworn enemy obdmes, and a
"Hellespont" Gesta DanorumX, IV: 20) in the Eastern Baltic area; by
considering that the Nordic counterpart of the narrow Mediterranean
Hellespont is the broad Gulf of Finland, it is noteworthy that in an area facing
the Gulf of Finland, wst of Helsinki, there are many planames that
startlingly recall those of thdliad, and in particular the Trojan Allies:
Askainen, Res o, Karj aa, Nasti, Ly©°kk
others. Moreover the plascea mes Tant t al amythicaldKingsi pi |
Tantalus, whose kingdom lay near the area of Troy, was buried on a mountain
named Sipylus) indicate that this theme not only touches on Homer's
geography, but affects the entire world of "Greek" mythology.
And Troy? Right at the centre ofishregion, 100 km west of Helsinki,
there is a village, Toija, whose characteristics correspond exactly to those
Homer passed down to us: a hilly ground dominating the valley with the two
rivers, a plain stretching to the coast, and a mountainous arehldi.avhich
never appears to be a mountain in thi&d) on its back. This area reveals
significant traces of the Bronze Age: near Toija there are there are lots of
Bronze Age tumuli, like the ones described in lired (VII: 86). Besides, the
old coppetmi nes of Orij2rvi, 8 km east of Toi|j
Priamdés wealth, Ilbadt en mentioned in the
As to the Trojan wall, the poet considers the Trojan wall to be inferior to
the Achaean wall (Il. VII: 452), which itself is rather likestardy fence, given
that its stoneandwood structure (Xt 29, 36) is brought down by the first
attack of the Trojans. So, it was archaic like that of the Phaeacians, "assembled
with pales" (Od. VII: 45), which may sound rather primitive, but Homer says:
"1tds wonder ful to | ook at!"” ( Od. VI : :
barbarian Europe seem in the main to have been simple palisades, or earthwork
banks and ditches, set around a villag&jgott1968 202).
In ancient days Toijawvas much closer to the sea, but after the end of the
ice age, the land of Finland began to rise. Over the thousands of years that have

i
=
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el apsed since Homer 6s ti me, the distance
gradually increased (the speed of raisisgbout 4 mm/year now). However,
the location of the ancient "beach” where the Achaeans landed and camped,
calledaigialosby Homer (Il. XIV: 34), is still marked by a place called Aijala,
about 7 km southwest of Toija, towards the sea.
As regards Aeneasyho, according to Virgil, reached ltaly after the Trojan
War , according to Homer he wAsen@a&sds ned
power will reign over the Trojans and the sons of his sons and the ones who
will come aftef (Il. XX: 307-308). This idea is also found in thtéomeric
Hymn to Aphroditd 96-198), whosdormulainheritance is very close to that of
the poems(Montanari 1992: 49).

The Whole Homeric World

After finding Ithaca and Troyhe "Catalogue of Ships" in tleecond book
of the lliad allows us to reconstruct the whole world of Honier.e., the
unknown world of the Nordic Bronze Agde by following step by step the
coasts of the Baltic Sea anticlockwise.

E. g., t he Swedish bay o ave fdroHelsinki2 | j e, w h
now, coincides with Aulis, from which th
archipelago, the island Lemland recalls the ancient Lemnos, where the
Achaeans halted during the voyage; near Stockholm one comes across
Oedi pus' s Tanckibland is the &neient¥Euboea; the primordial
Athens of Theseus, of which a singular description is left by Plato in the
dialogueCritias (the town lay on a wavy plain with many rivers) should be
located near Karlskrona, a modern Swedish city. TheiC#ialogue mentions
the Achaean kingdoms (Argolis, Lacedaemon, Pylos, Arcadia and Elis) of the
flat Peloponnese, Dulichium and Ith&archipelago.

So, thelliad conf i r ms t he previous identi fi
Langel and and Ly£R.of Cratee whics planeri neves | and”
identifies as an island, lay along the Polish coast of the Baltic; it has nothing
to do with the Mediterranean islanthgugh Crete plays a very significant
role in Greek mythology, "there is nothing in Mine@nete art which sms
to illustrate any type of known legendViflal-Naquet 1991XX).
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Figure2Homer 6s World in the Baltic by foll o

Source Vinci 2006

Then the Catalogue heads tbe regions of Eastern Baltic, where Hellas

|l ay in todayods Esthonia, facing the Hel/l
Hellas with the Hellespont was not maintained in the Greek world). Phthia,
Achill esd homel and, | asgern&sthortiahatongftrer t i | e h

border with Latvia and Russia, stretching as far as the Russian river Velikaja
and the Lake Pskov. Myrmidons and Phthians lived there, ruled by Achilles
and Protesilaus respectively. Next, the sequence reaches the Finnish coast,
facing the Gulf of Bothnia, where the village of Jolkka lies, which reminds us

of lolcus, Jasonds mythical cCi t y. Farthe
the region of the Lapithae and the Centdues well as the location of Pieria,
north of the Art i ¢ Circl e, t hat is conyrmed by

anomaly, linked to the Moon cyclelgmbert 1967: 108which is found in the
Homeric Hymn to Hermeghat can only be explained by the high latitude
(Vinci 2006: 287288).
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The case of Sidon confirms this reconstruction. Actually, according to the
lliad, Sidon lay on the course between Troy and Sgads it results from a
passage referring to Pari-298), whiohyimge with
corroborat ed bagk(QtleXVelld® busidthewtediterranean
set, Sidon lies very far from both Troy and Sparta, or rather, more than 700 km
far from the Aegean Sea! Instead in the Baltic set, since Troy and Sparta prove
to be in southern Finland and in the seea#st &e of Sjaelland respectively, it
follows that the Sidonians, the "great craftsmen” (Il, XXIII: 743), probably
lived on the coast of Sweden, which is confirmed by Tacitus: "The tribes of the
Sitones are followed by the Suione§&efmaniad5s: 6), where th&uiones are
todayds Swedes.

Odysseusds Wanderings

After the Trojan War, a storm deviates Odysseus from the return route,
then he is involved in many adventures: his wanderings are set in North
Atlantic, until he finally reaches Ogygia. In factpep byAdam of Bremen,
dating back to the flcentury,shows thathe Cyclopes lived along the coast
o f Nort hern Nor way, wher e t hlasula S al s
Cyclopum(Bj Brnbo .1912: 70)

Besides, this map places therra Feminarunon the Baltic shores, where,
according to Adam of Bremen/there are the Amazohs (Gesta
Hammaburgensis Ecclesiae Pontificlivh 19). This tallies with the fact that,
according to thdliad, the Amazons lived in the Baltic area and had fought
with king Piam before the Trojan War (ll. 1ll: 189).

Moreover, Saxo Grammaticus claims that they lived in Demmark in
ancient times Gesta DanorumVIl, VI: 8). The Cyclopes, therefore, lived
along the coast of Norway (they might be compared to the Trolls of Norwegian
folklore).

The map also shows that the Cyclops lived in the region of the Riphean
Mountains. Adam also says: "The Riphean Mountains (...) where the Cyclopes
live, who have only one eye in the middle of the forehea@ésa
Hammaburgensid/: 25), which fts the fact that the Cyclopes lived "at the top
of high mountains” (Od 1X: 113).

So, the mythical Riphean Mountains, which the ancient geographers
vaguely placed towards the north, are the mountains of central and northern
Norway. One might also wonderhether the name "Riphean” (or "Ripean”)
derives by metathesis from the namekbf p e,rtrei"High land" that the
Phaeacians had shared with the Cyclopes (Od. 8l Hefore settling in the
Scheria.
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Figure 3. The Map by Adam of Bremen

SourceBj [ r2012 0

After the Cyclopes, Odysseus reached the land of the Laestrygonians,
where there are very long days, caused by the high latitude. As to the island of
Circe, "the one with many drugspdlypharmakos Od. X: 276: she was,
therefore, a typical Lappish shaman, experienced in psychotropic potions), it
lay north of the Lofoten. Actually, in Aeaea there are typical Arctic phenomena
such as the midnight sun (Od. X: 1892) and the dancing of the dawn (XII:

4).

The Sirens are very dangerous shoals for sailors, who are attracted by the
enticing noise of t he backwash (the
that landing is at hand, instead, if they get near, are bound to shipwreck on the
reefs.This is the typtal mechanism of a kind of metaphor knowrkesning a
poetic device commonly wused in Norse
expression "sea horses" (Od. IV: 780) used by Penelope to indicate ships, is
identical to the Norse 8 g m é&orse of the waes" (probably also the famous
"wooden horse" is kenningindicating a ship).

The description of Charybdis fits the features of the Maelstrom, the
notorious whirlpool, near the Lofoten Islands, described in the Hodelscent
into the Maelstronby E.A. Poe. In that area the great cave caladlhellaren
and the thre¢ipped island of Mosken fit perfectly the cave of Scylla and the
island Thrinacia, which means "trident”, respectively. The Lord of Thrinacia is
the Hyperion Sun, wheré y p e méarigoingver": given the location of
Thrinacia above the Artic Circle, this refers to the phenomenon of the midnight
sun, which moves alwayabovethe horizon during the Arctic summer. Then
Odysseus reaches Ogygia in the Faroe Islands, before the Norwegian coast.
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