Athens, March 18, 2006

Dear Colleague,

We have obtained your name from the DIRECTORY OF THE HELLENIC AMERICAN ACADEMIC COMMUNITY, which is published by the Consulate General of Greece in Boston. We would like to take this opportunity introduce you to the Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER) and describe our major project to establish an Academic Village. ATINER was founded in 1995. After experiencing steady international growth, this year we incorporated the Institute in USA and we are about to establish chapters in Canada, Asia and Australia. Up to now we have organized more than 60 international conferences and published books have emerged from each of these international conferences. To learn more about these endeavors, we encourage you to visit our website,  www.atiner.gr. 

The Academic Village Project involves the establishment of a community in Greece of Academics of Greek Origin, living and working abroad (omogeneis). This village will serve multiple purposes, both professional and recreational. Serving as a vacation lodging, the village will also serve as a permanent venue for our conferences and other academic activities.  There are two proposed versions of this project:  the large-scale and the small scale. 

The large scale version involves the acquisition of free land available from the Greek state – which makes land parcels available for development. Each academic would then builds his/her personal lodging, paying only for the cost of the house (current cost estimates put this somewhere between 65,000 EURO for a one bedroom small house to 100,000 EUOR for a larger, 3 to 4 bedroom house). The large scale version would accommodate residences for more than 200 academics. An example of such a Village is the Arkadiko Xorio.

The small scale version of the project involves ATINER purchasing the land, with interested individual academics building residences on free land. However, in this case, the village, in at least its initial stage, could not accommodate more than 100 academics. 

In both versions, the owner of the house has all the rights of a private proprietor. It can be rented, it can be sold, it can be inherited. We have estimated that the minimum number of houses required to make the village financial viable is 50.

The village will be self-operated and if a house was not in use, it could be rented to other academics and conference participants. Additionally, the academic village could be used to organize conferences, student exchanges and other academic activities that draw upon the experiences and the synergies of ATINER.  

The village will be open all year long to encourage its use by all academics on their sabbatical year – whether an academic owns a house or rents it from another.  The village will have an academic center with all the modern amenities, 24-hour security services, a guesthouse, sport facilities and other recreational facilities.   Our first choice of a site is Marathon or Attica but we explore other opportunities as well, such as Delphi and Evoia.

We have developed a time line.   By the mid-2007 we plan to buy the land, by mid-2008 we plan to have everything ready to start building and by mid 2010 (the onset of summer), we plan to be fully operational. 

At this stage, your involvement is limited to simply expressing an interest in these endeavors. You can do this by simply fill out the form that is available on our site (click here to download the form). We believe it is critical that you develop a sense of what ATINER is all about. One way to do this is to participate in one of our conferences. Another is if you are traveling in Greece, we encourage you to call or contact us and we would be interested in meeting and discussing your involvement in the Academic Village project and all of activities of ATINER.

As information become available on the Academic Village, we upload these. The site for the Academic Village is http://www.atiner.gr/docs/Academic%20Village.htm.

Regards

(Me Filikous kai Patriotikous Xeretismous)

Dr. Gregory T. Papanikos

Director

ATINER

