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EDUCATION

PhD, Politics, The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, Expected May 2009
Major Fields: Comparative Politics and International Relations (Comprehensive exam   passed “With Honors”)
Minor Field: International Economic Theory (Advanced Graduate Coursework in Emerging Markets, International Finance, International Trade and Exogenous and Endogenous Growth Theories)  

             Dissertation: “Gazprom and Russia: The Economic Rationality of Russian Foreign

             Energy Policy”
Synopsis: An examination of Russian Foreign Energy Policy towards Eastern Europe and the EU as economically persuasive rather than economically coercive.   This analysis is based on the use of a historically driven rational actor economic model involving Gazprom and the Russian government.  
Committee: Joan Barth Urban (Chair), Kirk Buckman, James O’Leary, Sophia Aguirre, Robert Orttung

M.A., Politics, The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, May 2005

Major Fields: International Relations and Comparative Politics (Comprehensive Exam passed “With Honors”)


A.B., Saint Anselm College, Manchester, NH, May 2001 


Major Field: Politics 
Minor Fields: Russian Studies and Philosophy 
Member of College Honors Program

TEACHING EXPERIENCE


Lecturer, Department of Politics, The Catholic University of America

   Independently designed and taught the following, syllabi available upon request,  
    - Introduction to International Affairs, Sophomore Seminar, Winter 2007

    - The Future of Europe, Junior/Senior Seminar, Fall 2008

    - Introduction to Comparative Politics, Freshman Seminar, Winter 2009 

Lecturer, The Elliott School of International Affairs, The George Washington University


   Independently designed and taught the following, syllabi available upon request,  


     - Modern Russia, Junior/Senior Seminar, Winter 2008 and Winter 2009 
Teaching Assistant, Department of Politics, The Catholic University of America, 2005-2009
    - Courses include: Introduction to Political Theory, Introduction to American Politics,       

      Introduction to International Affairs, Introduction to Comparative Politics, Election 2008, and  

      Soviet and Russian Foreign Policy

 PUBLICATIONS
“Between East and West: Poland’s Future Economic Orientation,” Global Affairs in a Turbulent 

World: Perspectives and Controversies, ed. Yannis A. Stivachtis (ATINER Press: 
Athens, 2008): 345-360.
Peer Reviewer for Global Affairs in a Turbulent World: Perspectives and Controversies, ed.  

Yannis A. Stivachtis (ATINER Press: Athens, 2008).

 “Energy and the Dilemma of Sustainability in the Russian Federation,” Theory and Practice of 



Economics (KÖZ-GAZDASÁG) 3 (September 2007): 81-96.  
“Turkey and Why Europe Should Say Yes to Enlargement,” The International Journal on World 



Peace 24, no. 2 (June 2007): 37-62.         
“The Institutional Design of Russian Federalism: A Comparative Study of Three Republics; 

Tatarstan, Dagestan and Chechnya,” Demokratizatsiya 15, no. 1 (Winter 2007): 139 – 
151.       
“Geo-Economics and the New Russian Foreign Policy in Ukraine,” International Research on 
Global Affairs, ed. Gregory T. Papanikos (ATINER Press: Athens, Greece, 2005): 209-
228. 

INTERN, THE KENNAN INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED RUSSIAN STUDIES 
Research Assistant, The Kennan Institute at The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 2006-2007 

Appointed by Dr. Blair Ruble to work with a Russian Fulbright Scholar to research ESDP and the US perception of its evolving role between Russia and the EU during first appointment.  During a second appointment I was selected by Dr. Blair Ruble to work with a Ukrainian Scholar on the internal politics of former Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma’s regime. 
Recipient of: ‘Robert H. Baraz Memorial Intern of the Year Award’ from the Kennan Institute.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“A New Russian Foreign Energy Policy in Ukraine?”
Northeastern Political Science Association, Boston, MA, November 2008 

“Natural Gas and Russia’s Use of ‘Persuasive Politics’ in Ukraine” 

International Studies Association, NE, Baltimore, MD, October 2008

“Institutions and the ‘National Projects’ of Russia”

Northeastern Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, November 2007  
“Poland: An Emergent CME or LME? A Comparative Study with Germany for Poland’s New Place in the European Economic Landscape”

Annual International Conference on Politics, Athens, Greece, June 2007

“Turkey and the European Union”

New York State Political Science Association, Hyde Park, NY, April 2007
“The Institutional Design of Russian Federalism: A Comparative Study of Three Republics; 

Tatarstan, Dagestan and Chechnya”

Northeastern Political Science Association, Boston, MA, November 2006   
“The New Geo-Economic Orientation of Russia” 

Northeastern Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, November 2005   
“Geo-Economics and the New Russian Foreign Policy in Ukraine”

Annual Conference on Comparative European Politics and Economics, Athens, Greece, May 2005            
“The European Union and Russia: The New Special Economic Relationship”  
Northeastern Political Science Association, Boston, MA, November 2004
RELATED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 


Research Assistant, The National War College at The National Defense University, 2008-Present

   Assist professors in assembling reading lists, writing syllabi for courses and gathering 
   

   source material for publications and research.


Research Assistant, The Life Cycle Institute at The Catholic University of America, 2007-2008 
   Employed by Dr. John White to research trends in the voting patterns of the American public
Graduate Student Representative, Faculty Senate, 2005-2006 
Admissions Counselor, Undergraduate Admissions, New England College, 2002-2003
   
   Assisted in the recruitment of undergraduate students.
Volunteer, United States Peace Corps, posted in Ivanova, Russia, 2001-2002 

   Taught English in local high school and university. The program was terminated in 2002.  

FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS
Dissertation Writing Fellowship, The Catholic University of America, 2008 – 2009        
Doctoral Scholarship, with Stipend, The Catholic University of America, 2005 – 2008        
Penfield Fellowship, Full M.A. Scholarship, The Catholic University of America, 2003 – 2005        
LANGUAGES & RESEARCH TOOLS

Intermediate/Advanced Russian, Basic Greek, Basic French, and SPSS Statistical Package
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Pi Sigma Alpha (Inducted at Saint Anselm College in 2000)
The American Political Science Association
The American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies
The Athens Institute for Higher Education
REFERENCES, AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
Dr. Joan Urban, Professor of Politics at The Catholic University of America.
Dr. John White, Professor of Politics at The Catholic University of America.
Dr. Sophia Aguirre, Associate Professor of Economics at The Catholic University of America.
Dr. Kirk Buckman, Assistant Professor of Politics at Franklin Pierce College.       






