Leslie S. Woodcock is a graduate of the Universities of Newcastle upon Tyne, Bradford, and Manchester in the UK. He taught full time in the School of Education at the University of Leeds, before taking early retirement in 2007. 
In Leeds, he taught in the Primary English Team, and later led both English and Educational & Professional Studies for primary graduate trainees (PGCE: Postgraduate Certificate in Education), the latter module involving intensive preparation for School Practice. He also taught undergraduates on the BA Childhood Studies’ and Joint Honours’ programmes, among other things developing and leading two research modules in education. In 2008, he returned by request to teach for a year on the English and Educational & Professional Studies’ modules of the PGCE course, and also worked with the students in school and assessed their school practices.

At Bretton Hall, College of the University of Leeds, before its full merger with the University, Leslie taught extensively on the BA (QTS) degree (specialising in English), and on other programmes, and he supervised school practices there, latterly leading the team involved in the intensive preparation of the undergraduate primary trainee (QTS) students for their assessed school work in Years 3 and 4. He also supervised research on the MEd course, involving distance learning with Eire and Cyprus.

From 1994-1998 at Bretton Hall, he was responsible to the Principal and Directorate for establishing, organising, and developing a European Office, and he worked on many and varied European projects and developments, and with a wide range of European partners. He worked extensively on the SOCRATES programme and particularly with SOCRATES-ERASMUS exchanges. Leslie also worked on the COMENIUS Assistants’ Programme from 1997, co-ordinating this programme for primary graduate trainees (PGCE) in Leeds from 2002 to 2008.

Before teaching in Higher Education, Leslie taught a wide variety of ages in primary schools for many years, and had much experience of teaching pupils from ethnically- and linguistically-diverse backgrounds, and of developing literacy and language, and varied creative work. During this time, he also held honorary research posts in Centres at the Universities of Bradford and Manchester.

A special interest is Greek education. Earlier in his Higher Education career, Leslie conducted In-Service work in the Eastern Aegean, working over two years with newly-appointed Greek teachers and their school advisers. He has been visiting professor at the University of Athens, and also at the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki (at Florina), where he taught both undergraduates and postgraduates. He has regularly co-operated with the University of Macedonia in Thessaloniki since 2004, when he was first invited to lecture on an international seminar programme in the Department of Educational & Social Policy. In February/March 2006, he held a SOCRATES’ award to teach undergraduates and postgraduate students in the Department. Leslie has been an Invited and Keynote Speaker a number of times at International Conferences in Greece, namely, at the Greek Pedagogical Society's International Conferences, at the University of Athens, and with the Greek Society for Education and Children. In 2002, he became associated with ATINER and Leslie does honorary work for the Institute in various ways, recently editing a 500 page book of Education conference papers.

Among outside appointments, Leslie was a Department for Education & Skills (DfES) External Assessor for the Performance Threshold (performance-related pay for UK teachers) for four years, and was formerly a member of the Department for Education & Employment's (DfEE) Teacher Induction Appeals Committee for Newly-Qualified Teachers. Currently, he is an ‘External Expert’ for the British Council, having been so for the last two years, and before this, he was an External Assessor for the COMENIUS programme there for four years. Leslie also reviews and does editorial work for educational journals and publishers in the UK and is honorary consultant to educational, international, and other projects, both in the UK and Greece.

His publications and conference presentations have been in the areas of primary education, cultural/linguistic diversity, literacy, and Greek education, all of which, along with European education, are  his main educational interests. 
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