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Office Address:

Florida Gulf Coast University
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10501 FGCU Boulevard South

Ft. Myers, Florida 33965-6565
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tszecsi@fgcu.edu
EDUCATION

2003
Ph. D. Early Childhood Education, University at Buffalo

2000
M. Ed. English Language and Literature, University at Pecs, Hungary

1995
B. A. English as a Foreign Language, University at Debrecen, Hungary

1986
M. Ed. Hungarian and Russian Language and Literature, University at Szeged, Hungary 

LANGUAGES: 
Oral and written fluency in English, Hungarian and Russian

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS

2008-present

Associate Professor, Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers

2003-2008 

Assistant Professor, Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft Myers, 

2002 –2003
Research Assistant, SUNY, University at Buffalo

2000 – 2002
Teaching Assistant, Early Childhood Research Center, SUNY at Buffalo

1996 –2000
Assistant Professor, Saint Stephen University, Jaszbereny, Hungary

1992 – 2000
Language Instructor, Electrolux, Jaszbereny, Hungary

Summer 1991
Hungarian Language Instructor, American Peace Corps Hungary

1987 – 1991
Head Teacher, Curriculum Developer Hungarian–Russian Bilingual School, Jaszbereny, Hungary

1986 – 1996
High School Teacher, Lehel Vezer High School Jaszbereny, Hungary

PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journals/Book Chapters in English
Szecsi, T., Barbero, M., DeCampo, A., & Toledo, M. (2010/11). Teaching respect, responsibility, and kindness through dog safety lessons. Childhood Education.  (87).2. 125-128.

Szecsi, T. Spillman, C, Vazquez-Montilla, E., & Mayberry, S. Transforming Teacher Cultural Landscapes through Reflection on Multicultural Literature. Multicultural Education. 44-48.
Potter, G., Thirimurthy, V., Szecsi, T., & Salakaja, M. (2009/10). Children’s literature to help young children construct understandings about diversity: Perspectives from four cultures. Childhood Education. (86)2. 108-112. 
Szecsi, T. & Miklosne, I. The door is locked, only love has the key: Hungarian children speak up for children worldwide. In Stanley, L. Education for global citizenship. ITunes University.
Szecsi, T. (2008). Creative drama in preschool curriculum: Teaching strategies implemented in Hungary. Childhood Education. 85(2). 120-124.

Szecsi, T. (2008). Diversity in Elementary Schools in Hungary. E-Journal of American Hungarian Educators Association. (1) 1-18. Available on http://hungaria.org/uploaded/documents/Szecsi%20T%20%20Diversity%20in%20Elementary%20Schools.pdf

Giambo, D., & Szecsi, T. (2007). Does diversity education make a difference in teacher education?: Pre-service teachers’ dispositions explored. Practice and Theory in Systems of Education. 2(3-4). 35-50.
Szecsi, T. & Giambo, D. Inclusive educational practices around the world: An introduction. Childhood Education. 83(6). 338-342.
Thirumurthy, V., Szecsi, T., Hardin, B., & Ramsey, D. (2007). Honoring teachers: A world perspective. Journal for Early Childhood Teacher Education. 28(2). 181-198.

Zygmunt-Fillwalk, E., Staley, L., Kumar, R., Lin, C., Moore, C., Salakaya, M., & Szecsi, T. (2007). Kids speaking up for kids: Advocacy by children, for children. Childhood Education. 83(4). 199-205.

Szecsi, T., & Giambo, D. (2007). Playful activities as mediators in a culturally and linguistically diverse world: A global perspective.  In C. Ferguson and E. Dettore (Eds.), To Play or Not to Play: Is It Really a Question? Olney, MD: Association for Childhood Education International. 23-31.

Giambo, D., Gonzales. E., Szecsi, T., & Thirumurthy, V. (2006). Beyond Johnny Appleseed: Learning English as a new language through ethnically diverse literature. Childhood Education. 83(2). 104-107.
Giambo, D., & Szecsi, T. (2005). Opening up to the issues: Preparing pre-service teachers to work effectively with English language learners. Childhood Education. 82(2). 107-110. 

Szilagyi, J., & Szecsi, T. (2005). A Hungarian preschool for the children, teachers and parents. Childhood Education. 81(5). 261-266. 
Giambo, D., & Szecsi, T. (2005). Parents can guide children into the world of two languages. Childhood Education. 81(3). 164-165. 

Szecsi, T. & Giambo, D. (2004). ESOL in every minute of the school day. Childhood Education. 81(2). 104-106.

Hoot, J., Szecsi, T., & Moosa, S. (2003). What teachers of young children should know about Islam. Early Childhood Education Journal. 31(2). 85-90.

Szecsi, T., Hoot, J. L., & Miklosne, K. I. (2003). Distance learning in higher education: A status report on teacher education in Central Europe. Journal of Continuing Education. 51(2). 46-52.

Szecsi, T. (2002). Schooling for diverse children in Hungary. Childhood Education, 78(6). 326-333. 

Refereed Journals in Hungarian
Szecsi, T. (2009). Foreign language reading competencies and multicultural children literature: Best practices. Kepzes es Gyakorlat.7(1-2).81-90.  

Szecsi, T. (2008). Integration of diversity standards in teacher preparation programs. Pedagoguskepzes. 4. 97-103.

Szecsi, T. (2007). Diversity as perceived by administrator, teacher educator, mentor teacher and teacher candidates in Hungary. Pedagoguskepzes. 5(34). 29-47.
Szecsi, T. & Giambo, D., Thirumurthy, V. Gonzales. M. (2007). Multicultural literature in learning English as a foreign language. Modszertani Kozlemenyek. 47(2). 70-76. 

Szecsi, T. (2006). Play activities in different cultures: Facilitating cultural and linguistic competencies through play. Modszertani Kozlemenyek. 46(5) 189- 195. 

Szecsi, T. (2006). Electronic exchange of professional experience between Hungarian and American pre-service teachers. Pedagoguskepzes. 1-2. 121-132. 

Szecsi, T., & Thirumurthy, V. (2005). How are teachers honored in different countries? Modszertani Kozlemenyek. 45(1). 3-8. 

Szecsi, T., & Miklosne, K. I. (2002). Preservice teachers’ beliefs regarding diversity: A Hungarian perspective. Szolnoki Tudomanyos Kozlemenyek. Szolnok: 

Miklosne, K. I., & Szecsi, T. (2000). Survey in the area of language teaching in Jaszsag region. II. Nyelvinfo, 8(4), 12-14. 

Miklosne, K. I., & Szecsi, T. (2000). Survey in the area of language teaching in Jaszsag region I. Nyelvinfo, 8 (2), 14-15. 

Szilagyine, H. Zs., & Szecsi, T. (1998). Methodological theory of bilingual education in early childhood settings In: Kadar Z. - Kertesz R. (Ed.), Szolnoki Tudomanyos Kozlemenyek. Szolnok: 57-62.

Deme, M., & Szecsi, T. (1998). Techniques of translation. Nyelvinfo, 6(4), 15-18.



Journal International Theme Issue (Co-editor)

Szecsi, T. & D. Giambo, (2007). Inclusive Educational Practices around the World. Childhood Education. 83(6).
Thirimurthy, V.& Szecsi, T. (upcoming 2012 issue). Sociocultural Contexts for Learning in Families and Communities. Childhood Education
Invited Book Chapters
Szecsi, T., & Szilagyi, J. (2008). Preschool named Maci where children, teachers and parent feel at home.  In E.Barko & F. Shaffhauser (Ed). Child-Centered Education in Maci Preschool 1993-2008. Jaszbereny: Maci Alapitvany.  pp.44-51. (in Hungarian)

Szecsi, T. (2005). International partnership via email: Preservice teachers’ views about diversity and language learning. In L. Petho (Ed.), Jaszsagi Evkonyv 2005. Jaszbereny: Jaszsagi Evkonyv Alapitvany. pp 177-188. (in Hungarian).  

Miklosne, K. I., & Szecsi, T. (2004). New challenges in teacher preparation. In L. Petho (Ed.), Jaszsagi Evkonyv 2004. Jaszbereny: Jaszsagi Evkonyv Alapitvany: pp. 82-88. (in Hungarian).  

Szecsi, T. (2003). A Hungarian project of an American professor. In L. Petho (Ed.), Jaszsagi Evkonyv 2003. Jaszbereny: Jaszsagi Evkonyv Alapitvany: pp 200-205. (in Hungarian). 

Szecsi, T. (2002). Multicultural education in America. In  L. Petho (Ed.), Jaszsagi Evkonyv 2002. Jaszbereny: Jaszsagi Evkonyv Alapitvany: pp 85-89. (in Hungarian). 

Textbooks

Szecsi, T. (2000). It’s Earie: Workbook for English listening comprehension. Jaszbereny: Saint Stephen University.

Szecsi, T. (1988). Geography: Textbook for bilingual middle schools. Budapest: OPI. (in Russian).

Other publications
Lee, L. & Szecsi, T. (2009). New agenda for the Awards committee: Activist, 22(1). 1-2.
Szecsi, T. (2008). ACEI students reach out across borders. Emerging Educators. 13. 3. 
Szecsi, T. (2007). Achievements and challenges in education around the world: Areas for international partnerships. Childhood Education. 83(5). 308-E.
Szecsi, T. (2007). Building new relationships through intercultural experience. (2007). Childhood Education. 83(4).224-E.
Szecsi, T. (2007). Looking toward Moscow, 2008.The ACEI Activist. 19(2). pp. 1&5. 
Salakaja, M. & Szecsi, T. (2006). 2008 ACEI World Conference. Childhood Education. 83(2).98-N.

Szecsi, T. (2006). Thoughts after reading interviews with children. In I Miklosne (Ed.),Gyermekek Gyermekekrol Gyermekekert . Jaszbereny: Alma Mater Bercsenyi Alapitvany: p.95. (in Hungarian). 
Szécsi, T., Giambo, D., Thirumurthy, V., & Gonzales, M. E. (2006). Multikulturális irodalom az angol nyelvtanulás folyamatában. Retrieved September 11, 2006, from http://www.hunra.hu/e107_plugins/content/content.php?content.11
Szecsi, T. (2006).Developing cross-cultural understanding among preservice teachers. Childhood Education. 82(5). 292-E
Szecsi, T. (2006). To have or not to have: Recess from an international perspective. Childhood Education. 82(4). 226 E
Gonzales, M., & Szecsi, T. (2006). International partnership on the American continent: US educators and students working with children and teachers in Bolivia. Childhood Education. 82(3). 162.  

Szecsi, T. Bridges among educators around the globe. ACEI The Activist. Manuscript accepted for publication. 18(2). 3.   

Szecsi, T. (2005). Embracing languages and cultures in the Magic Preschool, Moscow. Childhood Education.82 (2) 98.  

Szecsi, T. (2005). Mission toward education: Pedagogy and Practice. The Florida Association for Childhood Education International. Childhood Education. 
Szecsi, T. (2003). Book review on Early intervention practices around the world by Odom, Hanson Blackman, & Kaul., http://www.teachinflorida.com/teachertoolkit/FGCUBookReviews.asp
Szecsi, T. (2003). Book review on Racism in the classroom by Quisenberry & McIntyre. http://www.teachinflorida.com/teachertoolkit/FGCUBookReviews.asp?a=fullreview&review_id=25
Szecsi, T. (2002). Hungarian children learn English language: Promises and challenges. Association for Childhood Education International, Hong Kong–Macao Newsletter.2.
Szecsi, T. (2001). Getting a doctorate away from home...and taking your family with you II. Association for Childhood Education International, The Student Connection, 6(2), 1-2. 
Szecsi, T. 2001. Getting a doctorate away from home...and taking your family with you I. Association for Childhood Education International, The Student Connection, 6 (1), 3-4.
Szecsi, T., & Szilagyine, H. Zs. (1998).We have come from America. Jaszkurt, X.  (14), 3. (in Hungarian).
 Manuscripts Accepted for Publication
Szilagyi, J., & Szecsi, T. Transforming Teacher Education in Hungary: Competencies for Elementary Education Teachers. Childhood Education
 Szecsi, T. Multicultural Literature in Teacher Preparation. Pedagoguskepzes.
Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, J. Perceptions of the Role of Technology in the Transmission of Heritage Language and Culture: Narratives of Immigrant Hungarian Families in the United States. A chapter for Unintended Consequences of Technology: Worldwide Perspectives .
INTERNATIONAL AND LOCAL RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Teaching Young Children to Interact with Dogs Safely. FGCU  Honors Program. Funded by Southwest Florida Community Foundation. 2009-present
Unheard voices of minority teacher candidates in teacher education program. Florida Gulf Coast University, 2008-2009 Funded by FGCU Internal Research Grant, $5,000.

Unheard voices of minority teacher candidates in teacher education program. 2008-2009. Florida Gulf Coast University, College of Education. $ 2,000.

Does diversity education make a difference in teacher education?: Pre-service teachers’ views explored. Florida Gulf Coast University, 2004-2006. 

Second language learning and culture: Cross-cultural communication between Hungarian and American preservice teachers. Florida Gulf Coast University- St. Stephen University, 2003- 2005.
National and International Challenges for Inclusive General and Special Education in Teacher Preparation: Florida Gulf Coast University-St. Stephen University, 2003-2004.
International Diversity Project: Email project on multicultural education in teacher preparation. Saint Stephen University–University at Buffalo, 2001 - 2003 

Issues in multicultural education in early childhood: University at Buffalo and Saint Stephen University. Funded by Hungarian-American Association of Science and Technology, 2000. $2,500
Foreign language learning in early childhood. Funded by Hungarian-American Association of Science and Technology, 1999. $2,500
Issues of English language teaching. Funded by Lingua B European Union Fund. 1998. $4,000 
Teacher exchange program between Hungary and Denmark. Funded by Danish Ministry of Education, 1996. $4,500
Student exchange program between Hungary and the Soviet Union. Funded by Hungarian Ministry of Education. 1988-1989.

PRESENTATIONS

Refereed International Conferences in the USA 
Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, J. Immigrant Children's Right to Education: Heritage Language and Culture Maintenance. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.

Lee, L., & Szecsi, T. The 2011 ACEI Award Winning Educators' Contributions to Children's Rights to Education, Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, New Orlens, LA

Szecsi, T.(2011). Infusion of Humane Education in Higher Education Honors Program. Association of Professional Humane Educators 2011 National Conference, Fort Myers, FL.

Szecsi, T. Thirumurthy, V., Salakaja, M. (2010 April). Cross Cultural Gaze on Guiding Principles for Early Childhood Education: India, Hungary and Russia, Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ.

Szecsi, T. Lee, L. (2010 April). ACEI Award Winning Educators' Philosophy, Experiences, Achievement and Stories of Working with Children, Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ.

Szecsi, T. (2009 March). Unheard Voices of Minority Teacher Candidates in Teacher Education Programs. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Chicago, IL
Szecsi, T. Thirimurthy, V.,Salakaja, M., Potter, G. (2009 March). Using Children’s Literature to Help Children Construct Understandings about Diversity: A four - culture – perspective. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

Zygmunt-Fillwalk, E., Staley, L., Kumar, R., Lin, C., Salakaya, M., & Szecsi, T. (2009 March). Education for Global Citizenship. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Chicago, IL.

Szecsi, T. (2008 March). Prospective teachers in the real world of teaching: Reflections on the accomplishments and challenges during internship. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Atlanta GA. 
Szecsi, T., Potter, G., Sahin, V. & Field, H. (2007 May). Voices of Educators from the Global Community: Turkey, Australia, Canada and Mexico. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Tampa, FL.
Szecsi, T., Mayberry, S., & Vazquez, E. (2007 May). Transformations through Critical Reflections: Scaffolding with Cultural Stories. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Tampa, FL. 
Szecsi, T. (2007 April). Administrator, teacher educator, mentor teacher and preservice teacher beliefs regarding diversity in Hungary. (2007 April). American Hungarian Educators’ Association. 32nd Annual conference. New York, NY. 
Zygmunt-Fillwalk, E., Staley, L., Kumar, R., Lin, C., Salakaya, M., & Szecsi, T. (2006 April). Kids Speaking up for kids: Advocacy by children, for children. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
Szecsi, T., Essary, J., & Reynolds, E. (2006 April).You’ve Got Mail: Cross-cultural Email Communication About Languages and Cultures. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
Szecsi, T., Spillman, C, Mayberry, S., & Vazquez, E. (2006 April). Cultural Landscapes in Childhood Education: Transformations through Literature. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
Szecsi, T. & Salakaja, M.  & Chen, C. (2006 April).Voices of Educators from the Global Community: Russia and South Korea. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
Szecsi, T., Spillman, C, & Mayberry, S. (2005 March). National and International Challenges for Inclusive General and Special Education in Teacher Preparation. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Washington D.C.
Szecsi, T., Hernandez, C., Nelson, K., & Cobian, E. (2005 March). Each Child Has a Story: Diversity Among Mexican Immigrant Children. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Washington D.C. 
Giambo, D. & Szecsi, T. (2005 March). Does diversity education make a difference in teacher education?: Pre-service teachers’ views explored. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Washington D.C. 
Szecsi, T. & Thirumurthy, V. (2004 April). Honoring teachers: A world of perspectives. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA 

Hoot, J., Szecsi, T. Adams, L. (2004 April). What Teachers of Young Children Should Know About Islam. Association forChildhood Education International Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA 
Szecsi, T. (2003 April). Teacher Education and Diversity: Interviews with Hungarian Teacher Educators about Their Views on Cultural Awareness. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ 
Szecsi, T. & Hoot, J. (2003 April). Using E-mail to Develop Cross-Cultural Understanding Among Preservice Teachers: A Hungarian/USA Partnership. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ 

Szecsi, T. (2002 April).  Multicultural Issues in Preservice Teacher Preparation: Central Europe. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, San Diego, CA. 

Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, J. (2002 April). Educating Gypsy Minority Children in Hungarian Schools. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, San Diego, CA

Refereed International Presentations outside the USA 
Szecsi, T. (2011). Trans-cultural Electronic Professional Dialogues for Nurturing Teacher Candidates’ Competencies. 13th Annual International Conference on Education. Athens, Greece. (accepted)
Szecsi, T. (2010 August). Cross-Cultural Professional Dialogues as Tools for Fostering Teacher Competencies in Initial Teacher Education. Association for Teacher Education in Europe. Budapest, Hungary.
Szecsi, T. (2010 July). Cultural and Linguistic Competencies Fostered through Cross-Cultural Email Correspondence in Teacher Education. International Conference Education, Economy and Society in Paris, France.

Szecsi, T. (2009 June). Multicultural literature for teaching English as a second language.Early Literacy Conference, Kecskemet, Hungary.
Szecsi, T. (2009 March) Fostering Cultural and Linguistic Competencies through Cross-Cultural Email Correspondence: An Innovative Approach in Teacher Education. International Certificate Conference, Florence, Italy.
Szecsi, T. Thirumurthy, V., Quek, L., Potter, G. (2008 June). Play and learning in childhood: The voices of adults and children across cultures.  2008 ACEI World Conference & Exhibition, Moscow, Russia.
Szecsi, T. (2008 June). Innovation through Critical Reflection of Cultural Stories: Educating for Global Understanding. 2008 ACEI World Conference & Exhibition, Moscow, Russia. 
Giambo, D. & Szecsi, T.  (2008 June). Ethnically Diverse Children Literature as a Tool for Learning English as a New Language. 2008 ACEI World Conference & Exhibition, Moscow, Russia. 
Szecsi, T. (2007 October). Integration of Multiculturalism in the US Teacher Education: Considering NCATE Accreditation. National Educational Conference, Budapest, Hungary.
Szecsi, T. (2006 October). Diversity in Elementary Schools in Hungary through the Lenses of Administrators, Teacher Educators, Mentor Teachers and Preservice Teachers. National Educational Conference, Budapest, Hungary.
Spillman, C. Szecsi, T., & Mayberry, S. (2006 August). Cultural Stories: Building Blocks toward Transformations. International Reading Association 21st World Congress on Reading, Budapest, Hungary. 
Giambo, D., Szecsi, T, Gonzales, L. & Thirumurthy, V. (2006 August). Beyond Johnny Appleseed: Learning English as a New Language through Ethnically Diverse Literature. International Reading Association 21st World Congress on Reading, Budapest, Hungary. 
Szecsi, T., Giambo, D., Gonzales, L. & Thirumurthy, V. (2006 August). Portrayal of Gypsies in children literature: From India to Hungary through the Americas. International Reading Association 21st World Congress on Reading, Budapest, Hungary. 
Szecsi, T. Second language teaching/learning in the United States: Blessing or curse. (keynote speech) (2004 June). Annual Conference of World Languages. Saint Stephen University, Hungary. 
Szecsi, T., Szilagyi J. & Miklosne, K. I. (2004 June). How Can Parents Facilitate Their Children’s Foreign Language Learning? Annual Conference of World Languages. Saint Stephen University, Hungary.
Szecsi, T. & Miklosne, K. I. (2002, November). Tolerance and Prejudices: Hungarian Preservice Teachers’ Views on Diversity. Presented at the Annual Meeting of Szolnok Regional Scientific Association, Szolnok, Hungary

Szecsi, T. (2002, April). Issues in Multicultural Education: An American Perspective. Presented at Szent Istvan University, Jaszbereny, Hungary
Brewster, J., Szecsi, T. & Corson, P. (2001, April). Addressing Bias: International Perspectives on Providing Positive Experiences for Children in Child Care and Schools. Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada

Hodossy, Zs., Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, J. (2001, April). Foreign Language Teaching in the Early Childhood Setting in Hungary: Past, Present, and Future. Presented Association for Childhood Education International Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada

Miklosne, K. I. & Szecsi, T. (2000, March). The Present Situation of the Early Childhood Language Learning in Jaszsag Region. Presented at Szent Istvan University, Jaszbereny, Hungary

Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, H. Zs. (1998, September). Theory and Practice in Early Childhood Language Learning. Presented at the Annual Meeting of Szolnok Regional Scientific Association, Szolnok, Hungary

Szecsi, T. & Grega, R. (1995, June) Changes in Education After the Political Turn of 1989. Presented at the Annual International Symposium of Democracy Foundation, Frederikssund, Denmark

Refereed Presentations at National Conferences
Szecsi, T. (2011). Infusion of Humane Education in Higher Education Honors Program, National Conference,  Association of Professional Humane Educators, Fort Myers, FL
Mayberry, S., Ray, L.Oliff, C., Spillman, C., & Szecsi, T. (2004 November). Accelerated Induction into Teaching: Triumphs and Challenges. Annual Conference of Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children. Albuquerque, NM. 

Vazquez, E. & Szecsi, T. (2004 November).Emerging Advocacy in Pre-service Teacher Education: Understanding IEPs and Inclusion Support Practices. Annual Conference of Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children. Albuquerque, NM. 

Szecsi, T., & Hoot, J.L. (2002 November) Teacher Educators’ Beliefs About Diversity in Early Childhood Education: A Hungarian Perspective. Presented at the annual meeting of the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators, New York, NY.

Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, J. (2001 October). Early Childhood Education in Hungary: Problems and Promises. Presented at annual meeting of the National Association for the Education of Young Children Annual Conference, Anaheim, CA.
Refereed Presentations at State/Regional Conferences
Szecsi, T. (2007 September). Play Activities in our Culturally and Linguistically Diverse World: A Global Perspective. Annual Conference of Early Childhood Association of Florida., Orlando, FL
Giambo, D. & Szecsi, T. (2005 April). Dispositions Toward Diversity: Research Day at Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers, FL. 
Szecsi, T., Hernandez, C., & Nelson, K. (2005 February). What Should Teacher Know About Mexican-American Children: Life-stories of Immigrant Children. Florida Association for Childhood Education International/CSPD Annual Conference, Fort Myers, FL.
Szecsi, T., Mayberry, S. & Spillman, C. (2004 April). National and International Challenges for Inclusive General and Special Education in Teacher Preparation: Preliminary Findings of an International Study. Research Day at Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers, FL. 
Szecsi, T. (2004 April). Culturally and Linguistically diverse children in early childhood settings. Annual Conference Child Care of Southwest Florida, Ft. Myers, FL. 

Szecsi, T. & Irwin, N. (2004 March). Welcoming linguistically and culturally diverse parents into classroom. Annual Conference of the National Writing Project, Ft. Myers. FL.
Szecsi, T. (2003 November). Early Intervention Practices: A European Perspective. Early Childhood Innovation Institute, Ft. Myers, FL.
Szecsi, T., & Szilagyi, J. (2002 May). Providing Quality Education for Minority Children. Annual Conference of New York State Association for the Education of Young Children, Buffalo, NY.

Szecsi, T., & Szilagyi, J. (2002 May). Programmatic Diversity in Early Childhood Settings: A Hungarian Perspective. Annual Conference of New York State Association for the Education of Young Children, Buffalo, NY.

Szecsi, T. & Szilagyi, J. (2001 October). The History and the Present Status of Foreign Language Teaching in Early Elementary Grades in Hungary. Annual Conference of AEYC, Buffalo NY. 

Invited Presentations and Workshops

Szecsi, T. (2008 February). From a course assignment to a scholarly presentation: A journey of student researchers. Florida Gulf Coast University.
Szecsi, T. (2005 September). Addressing Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in Early Care. Workshop for Early Intervention Specialists. CSPD, Fort, Myers, FL
Szecsi, T. (2005 August). Differentiated Instruction and Lesson Planning. Workshop for teachers of the American school, Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 

Szecsi, T. (2005 August). Responding Cultural Diversity in the Global Community: Strategies for teachers in Switzerland, Brazil and South Africa. Workshop at Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, FL. 

UNIVERSITY COURSES TAUGHT
FGCU
EDG 6931 Selected Topic in Education
IDH 3910 Honors Directed Independent Research

ISS 2011 Interdisciplinary Social Sciences
IDH 4638C Research and Service in Humane Education
EDG 2701 Teaching Diverse Population

EDG 4930 Animals in Children’s Life
TSL 4340: Methods, Curriculum, and Instructional Effectiveness in ESOL 
EEX 6703 Teaming and Collaboration in Early Childhood 
EEC 4936 Senior Seminar 

EEC 4402C: Relations across Family School and Community)

EEC 6405 Home School and Family Interactions 

EEC 4510 Infants & Toddlers 

TSL 4520 Second Language Acquisition, Culture and Linguistics 

EDF 3201 Diversity in Human Development 

EEC 4300 Cognitive Experiences for Young Children 
SUNY at Buffalo

LAI 511 Diversity in Early Childhood Education 

LAI 205 Introduction to Child Development 

LAI 416 Early Childhood Education, Theory and Practice 
Saint Stephen University, Hungary
Methodology of English Language Teaching in Early Childhood Setting 
English Descriptive Grammar 
English-Hungarian Translation

Dramapedagogy in Language Teaching 
Foreign Language Development 

RELATED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Program Evaluator for Immokkallee Collaborative Project and NCEF , Fort Myers, (2008-2010)
Conference Co-chair for 2008 ACEI World Conference, Moscow (2006-2008)

 General Conference Chair for 2007 Annual Conference of ACEI, Tampa (2006-2007)
General Conference Chair, Mission toward Education: Pedagogy and Practice conference, FACEI, CSPD & Eagles Educate Conference, Fort Myers (2004)
Course developer for Ph.D. program in Educational Leadership and Curriculum and Instruction, Florida Gulf Coast University (2004 -2005)
Coordinator, Program Accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, Early Childhood Research Center, University at Buffalo (2001, Spring)
Coordinator, Annual Conference “Current Issues in Elementary Education”, Saint Stephen University, Hungary (March 2000)
Coordinator, American–Hungarian preschool project on Developmentally Appropriate Practices and bilingual education. Saint Stephen University, Hungary (1996-2000)
Supervisor for bilingual preschool teachers, Hungary (1996-2000)
Supervisor for elementary foreign language teachers, Hungary (1996-2000)
Program designer and Director of exchange programs, Hungarian and Russian high school students, Russia and Hungary (1987-1989)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Professional Journal Service
Guest Co-editor

Childhood Education, International Focus Issue of 2012
Reviewer 


Early Childhood Education Journal (2009- present)
Guest Co-Editor
Childhood Education International Focus Issue of 2007

Co-Editor
Teaching Strategies column, Childhood Education,(2004-present) 
Reviewer
Textbook for pre-service teachers of English as a foreign language for young children (2006). Saint Stephen University, Hungary 
Reviewer


SAGE Publications, Inc. (2006
Reviewer


Routledge, Taylor and Francis Group, International  Publisher (2005)
Reviewer 
Journal of Research in Childhood Education 
Journal of Association for Childhood Education International (2004-present)

Reviewer
Childhood Education, Journal of the Association for Childhood Education International (2003 –present)

Reviewer
Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Journal of the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (2000-2003)

Reviewer and Translator
From the Minds of the World’s Children (2001) Edited by J. Hoot et. al., Association for Childhood Education International
International and National Service
Committee Co-chair
Association for Childhood Education International, Awards Committee (2009- present)
Council Member

Presidents’ Council Association for Childhood Education International (2008-present)
Candidate


Vice-President for Early Childhood (2008-2011)




Association for Childhood Education International
Committee Chair 
Association for Childhood Education International, International & Intercultural Committee (2005-2007)

Committee Member

Association for Childhood Education International,



Conference Committee (2006-2008) 
Member 
Hungarian Scientific Institute (Magyar Tudomanyos 

Akademia) (2005- present)
Committee Member
Association for Childhood Education International, Publication Committee (2003-present)
Committee Member
Association for Childhood Education International, International Committee (2001-present)
Professional Service at State/Local Level
Past-President 
Florida Association for Childhood Education International (2010-present)

President
Florida Association for Childhood Education 

International (2008-2010)
President-Elect
Florida Association for Childhood Education 

International (2006- 2008)
Vice-President of 

Early Childhood
Florida Association for Childhood Education International (2004- 2006)

Committee Member
Professional Development Committee, Early Learning Coalition of Southwest Florida (2006)
Board member
Girlscouts of Southwest Florida (2004-2005)

University Service
Member
FGCU Academic Integrity Committee (2009-2010)

Member
COE Peer Support Committee (2009- present)

Member
University Honor’s Advisory Board (2007-present)
Committee Chair
Study Abroad Committee at COE/FGCU (2007-2008)

Committee Chair
NCATE#4 Diversity Standard College of Education, FGCU (2009- 2010)

Committee Co-chair: 
NCATE#4 Diversity Standard College of Education, FGCU (2007-2009)
Committee Co-Chair
College Curriculum Committee (2005- 2007)

Committee Member
College Curriculum Committee (2005-2009)

Committee Member
University Curriculum Committee (2005-2007)
Committee Member
Research Excellence Award Committee (2005-2009)

Committee Member
Standard #2 DOE accreditation committee
Member 
Faculty Senate, FGCU (2005-2009)

Chair
Research Task Force, COE, FGCU (2005)

Faculty Advisor
Eagles Educate/ACEI Student branch, Florida Gulf Coast University (2004- present)

Committee Member
College Technology Committee, FGCU (2003-2004)

Committee Member
Early Childhood Committee, FGCU (2003-present)

Member 
NCATE#4 Task Force College of Education, FGCU (2003-2005)

Professional Memberships 
Athens Institute for Education and Research (2011-present)
Association for Hungarian Teacher Educators (2010-present)
American- Hungarian Educators’ Association (2007-present)

National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (2000-present)

Association for Childhood Education International (2000-present)

National Association for the Education of Young Children (2000-present)

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIP
2010
     Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2010
     Branch Excellence Award, Association for Childhood Education International
2009
     Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2009
     Faculty of the Year, 2009Association for Childhood Education International

2008
     Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2008
     ACEI Branch Excellence Award, FACEI 
2005, 2007, 2008
     ACEI Branch Excellence Award, Eagles Educate/ACEI 

2007
     Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2006
     Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2006
     Nominee for Teaching Excellence Award, Florida Gulf Coast 
    University

2005
Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2005
Recipient of Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers (9th edition)
2004
Professional Development Award, Florida Gulf Coast University
2005
Research Day Award for the best poster presentation, Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers, FL.

2004
Research Day Award for the best poster presentation, Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers, FL.

2003
Elizabeth Braithwaite Student Leadership Award for graduate student demonstrating outstanding professional leadership 

2003
Recipient of Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities & Colleges

2002
Mark Diamond Research Award 
2001, 2002
Conference Travel Grants, University at Buffalo
1995
Democracy in Europe Scholarship, Denmark 
1985
A Semester Scholarship in Teaching Russian as a Foreign Language, University Saint Petersburg 

1982
A Semester Scholarship in Russian Culture, University at Moscow
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