Dr. Sara Estrella GIL-RAMOS

86W. 33rd St., Apt. 209
Bayonne, NJ 07002
Tel: (1) 201-858-0743
Fax: (1) 201-443-8392
sarastellagil@hotmail.com
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1.- BUSINESS & ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE.

Jan. 2009 - present    
Interim Assistant to the Dean, William J. Maxwell College of Art & Sciences, New Jersey City University, Jersey City, New Jersey.  In my occupation as Assistant to the Dean, I work under the direction of the Dean to implement policies and procedures for the college. I address students’ academic concerns, reviews late withdrawals, course substitutions, and answers questions pertaining to the general studies requirements.  I monitor the enrollment of courses and admit students into closed courses. I organize the monthly Chairs and Coordinators meetings, and the annual college-wide Academic Program Festival.  I address faculty issues and reviews assignments sheets for the college.  I serve as a liaison to twenty-four academic departments.  I also monitor three list servers for the college and handle all aspects of student grievances.  In collaboration with the Associate/Assistant Dean, I monitor declared students who have not registered and execute retention initiatives to increase enrollment.  In addition, I review independent study proposals and register students for the appropriate sections.  Finally, I advise traditional and non-traditional students regarding graduation clearance issues.  

Sept. 2008 - present    
Adjunct Professor, Department of History and Art Department, New Jersey City University, Jersey City, New Jersey, USA.
Art Course: “World Art I” (Spring 2010 Semester)
General Study Course: “Civilizations II” (15th -21st Century).
Jan. 1999 - present    
Founder Director, Iberex Consulting International, Bayonne (New Jersey, USA) - Plasencia (Cáceres, Spain) Business dedicated to planning and organizing services and cultural exchanges - such as pictorial exhibitions and promoting business between Spain and the United States.  More info: go to http://www.iberex.org
Sept. 2007 - June 2008
Director of Development and Alumnae Relations & Acting Director of Information Technology, Caritas Academy (formerly Academy of St. Aloysious and Academy of Sacred Heart), Jersey City.  I created the Foundation for the Institutional Advancement Department, focusing on the common points of both academies and the best way to approach their alumnae (Sacred Heart -approx. 2700 alumnae - and St. Aloysius Academy -approx. 7000 alumnae).  In addition, I worked closely with the Principal and the Director of Admissions to create and promote the identity of Caritas Academy.  I also prepared and coordinated events generated through the development office to improve the school’s social and political relations through partnerships with both the public and private sectors (local business, politicians and profit and non-profit organizations) for future prospects and donors. I managed production of development office publications.  
Feb. 2007 - Aug. 2007 

Director of Special Events, Caritas Academy, Jersey City.  I organized successfully the First Anniversary Gala honoring Senator Richard J. Codey, New Jersey Senate President and Former Governor.  
Aug. 2006 - Aug. 2007  
Instructor, Department of Fine Arts & Modern Languages, St. Peter’s College, Jersey City, New Jersey, USA. Main Campus & Englewood Cliff Campus.
Art History Course: “Introduction to the Visual Arts” (Prehistory -21st Century).  Smart Media Classroom.
Spanish Courses: “Spanish I” & “Spanish II”.
Aug. 2005 - Feb. 2006
Associate Director of Development and Alumnae Relations, St. Dominic Academy, Jersey City, New Jersey, USA.  I worked in all fundraising activities and served as in-house operations administrator (including the Raiser’s Edge database).  The position included training and supervising volunteers and student workers, as well as preparing all events generated through the development office and managing production of development office publications.  I also researched funding opportunities at all levels on solicitation strategies and grant writing in addition to collaborating with the Academy’s public affairs Director in publishing alumnae and development office news.

May 2001 - March 2005
Investment Advisor, “AFINSA Bienes Tangibles, S.A.”, Spain. A financial institution specializing in the tangible assets market in the areas of collecting and investment.  I worked in sales handling individual accounts.
Sept. 2000 - May 2001
Director of Administration and English Language Teacher, for students from 7 through 16 years of age at the “English College of Plasencia”, Montehermoso campus, Spain.
March - May 2000
UN Representative and Office Management Consultant, “Franciscans International/ Dominicans for Justice and Peace”, Switzerland.  An international Human Rights advocacy NGO participating at the United Nations Commission on Human Right in Geneva.

2.- EDUCATION. 
December 10th, 2004
Ph.D. in Art History, “Cum Laude”, Department of Art History & Fine Arts, University of Salamanca, Spain. Thesis Title: Spanish Painting in Scotland (from the 15th Century through Goya).
1995 - 1997
Post-graduate (Doctoral) Coursework, Department of Art History & Fine Arts, University of Salamanca: 33 credits. 
May 1996
“Training in Pedagogic Aptitude”, Teacher Certification, Department of Education, University of Salamanca.

1990 - 1995 
Five Year Degree (Equivalent to both the B.A. & M.A. degrees), Faculty of Geography and History with a specialization in Art History, University of Salamanca; including Erasmus Study Abroad Program, University of  St. Andrews, Scotland: 1 academic year. 
US Equivalent: 
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Art History and earned Doctorate (Ph.D.) in Fine Arts from, and one semester of Graduate study in Education at, a regionally accredited institution. Graduate US Semester Credits: 79.0 GPA: 3.37

Undergraduate US Semester Credits: 120.0 GPA: 3.10

Ref #: 613830/djg WES (World Education Services, Inc.) http://www.wes.org Tel: 212-966-6311 / 1-800-937-3895
3.- CERTIFICATIONS & AWARDS.

March 23th, 2009 
Honored Member, 2009-2010 Edition, Cambridge Who’s Who Registry of Executives, Professionals and Entrepreneurs.
Jan. 10th, 2009
ETS THE PRAXIS SERIES passed the test: ART CONTENT KNOWLEDGE Ref# 0133. http://www.ets.org
Nov. 15th, 2008
ETS THE PRAXIS SERIES passed the test: SPANISH CONTENT KNOWLEDGE Ref# 0191. http://www.ets.org
June, 2004
Superior Knowledge of the English Language, Official School of Languages, Plasencia: 5-year course.

July 24th, 2002 
1st Prize, “III Annual Women’s Business Initiative Contest of Plasencia”, Spain. 

March - June 2001
Diploma in International Trade, The Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade (ICEX), the Spanish High Council of the Chambers of Commerce, and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Cáceres (Spain), “Advanced Program in International Trade: Strategy and Management”: 140 hours. Project defended on 14 June 2001: “Exportation of Spanish Paprika to the People’s Republic of China”.

May 22nd, 1998
Certified Researcher, Dept. of Art History & Fine Arts, Univ. of Salamanca.
March, 1994

Urban Planning Workshop, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Department of Geography, University of St. Andrews: 1 week.
June, 1994 

First Certificate in English, Univ. of Cambridge, UK.
4.-ADDITIONAL EMPLOYMENT & VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE.

Summer 2010  
Translation into Spanish of Duda Penteado’s original art book, 

(In progress) 
Deconstructing Beauty for Ashes. Jersey City Museum. NJ.
November, 2009
Reviewer for SAYRE, Henry M., The Humanities: Culture, Continuity and Change (Volume 2: 1600 to the present), Pearson Prentice Hall, New Jersey, 2008.
July - August 2007
Business plan for The Reading Frog Learning Center (Free Consulting Services). Bayonne, NJ. http://www.thereadingfrog.com
January - June 2007
Director of Administration and Spanish Language Teacher for students from 7 through 10 years of age, Spanish-American Citizens’ Club, Bayonne, NJ.

April - June 2005
Substitute Computer Teacher, St. Aloysius High School, Jersey City.

April, 2003 
Director of Customer Services, Real State/Luxury vacation, The Boston Group, S.L., Madrid (Spain).

Oct. - December 2002
Travel Agency Training, HALCÓN Viajes, en Plasencia.
July, 2002
Linguistic Tutor, for an intercultural and linguistic program at the “Escuela Oficial de Idiomas” (E.O.I.), the official Spanish government school of languages, and local community college, Plasencia, Spain.

Sept. 1995 - June 1996
Training in Pedagogic Aptitude, “Fernando de Rojas High School” in Salamanca, Spain: 60 hours.

Sept. 1993 - April 1997
Spanish Language Tutor, University of St. Andrews, Scotland.

Summers, 1992 - 1998
Associate Director and Professor of Latin, Spanish, and English, for High School students at the “Unamuno Academy” in Plasencia, Spain.
5.-LANGUAGES.

Spanish/English (Bilingual)
French & Latin (Academic Studies - Reading proficiency)
February 12th, 2009
College Board CLEP, College Spanish Language (12 credits), Hudson County Community College, Jersey City, New Jersey.
Spanish & English ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Certification: ACTFL WPT (Writing Proficiency Test) & ACTFL OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview). http://www.languagetesting.com
6.- DIGITAL MEDIA WORSHOPS & PRESENTATIONS.
June, 2010 
“9/11 Impressions by NYC Metropolitan – Area Latino Artists” at the 
(In progress)
1st Annual International Conference on Fine and Performing Arts, Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER). Athens, Greece. June 7-10, 2010. This paper focuses on the reaction of three US Latino artists from the NYC metropolitan area to the 9/11/01 attacks on the World Trade Center, creating three distinct and powerful images concerning this catastrophic and horrifying event. The three selected artists are: Hugo Bastidas (Ecuadorian-American), Duda Penteado (Brazilian-American), and Jose Rodeiro (Cuban-American).
April 7, 2010 
“Art as a Catalyst for Social Change” at the Latinos in New Jersey: 

(In progress)
Removing Barriers to Community Well-being. Statewide Conference. New Jersey City University, Jersey City. April 6-7, 2010. The panel will discuss the role of art in the development of intellectual movements that have brought societal changes.

November 10, 2009 
Multimedia Resources Faculty Workshop, Center for Teaching and Learning, New Jersey City University, Jersey City.  This workshop focuses on using multimedia resources – like Discovery Education's “Unitedstreaming” Video Library, Annenberg Media and NJN's Online Resources (New Jersey Public Television and Radio) - to enhance and improve the classroom experience for our students.
Feb. 2007 - June 2008
Unitedstreaming Faculty Workshop, Caritas Academy, Jersey City.  It is a demonstration of the power of digital media to engage and excite students through Discovery Education’s Unitedstreaming Video Library and Teacher Center.  It features more than 4,000 available full-length videos, chaptered into over 40,000 content-specific video clips that can be streamed or downloaded directly into the classroom via the Internet.
7.-PUBLICATIONS.

2007 

Ad-Journal for the Caritas Academy First Anniversary Reception: Guest of Honor: Senator Richard J. Codey (New Jersey Senate President and Former Governor) and Honorary Chair: Rosemary T. McFadden, Esq. (Jersey City Deputy Mayor & Director for the Department of Housing, Economic, Development and Commerce) to benefit Caritas Academy. October 16, 2007.
2007
Caritas Academy Website (Planning and general structure - launched in the summer 2007) http://www.caritasacademy.com/index.html
2006

Spanish Painting in the Museums and Collections of Scotland (from the 15th Century to Goya). Thesis published by UMI. Michigan, USA.

2006 
Iberex Consulting International Website (Planning and general structure – launched in the summer 2006) http://www.iberex.org
2005

Bi-annual Magazine (Pentimento) St. Dominic Academy, Jersey City, NJ.
2005

Annual Report 2004-2005. St. Dominic Academy, Jersey City, NJ.
2005

Ad-Journal for the Seventh Annual SDA Gala: Family Ties (including the rules for the 2005 Gala Auctions) honoring Jersey City Mayor and Mrs. Jerramiah T. Healy and Carolyn M. Zelop ’79, M.D. to benefit The Saint Dominic Academy Scholarship Fund. October 28, 2005.
8.- COMPUTER SKILLS.

· Knowledge of Peoplesoft (CSHR).
· Knowledge of QuickBooks Pro 2006.
· June 2nd, 2003 - Oct. 10th, 2003 Computer Application Programming, Plasencia.
· Advanced knowledge of Windows XP and Windows Vista, Microsoft Works, Word Perfect, Microsoft Office 2007 and Microsoft Office 97-2003 (Word, PowerPoint, Outlook), Publisher 2007, Adobe Photoshop, and Databases (Raiser’s Edge, Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Access).
· Basic knowledge of Web Development using Adobe Design Premium CS3, SharePoint Designer 2007 and FrontPage 2003, MS-DOS and MAC Applications. 
· Advanced experience in utilizing Internet, digital cameras and scanners for visual/imaging research purposes.

9.- EXTRACURRICULAR TRAINING: COURSES, CONFERENCES,  AND  SEMINARS.
2009

Retention 2009, Educational Policy Institute, New Orleans. (3 Days)
2009

CE 6 Training, New Jersey City University, NJ.

2007 
First Aid & Adult, child & Infant CPR/Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Certification, American Red Cross.
2005 
Religious and Lay Leaders Development Conference, Archdiocese of Newark, NJ.

2005 
The Protecting God’s Children Program, Saint Dominic Academy, Jersey City.
2005 
Silent and Live Auctions Workshop, Support Center for Nonprofit Management, NYC.

2003

Images of Saints: XII Century - XVI Century, Spanish University Foundation (FUE), Madrid: 12 hrs.

2002
Training Seminars in Marketing & Sales Techniques, Unísono Soluciones CRM, Madrid.

2001 - 2002
Travel Agent Training Program, Formación y Turismo, S.L., Madrid.

2001

PIPE 2000 Participant, The Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade (ICEX), Madrid.
2001

Introduction to Library Information Sources, Spanish University Foundation, Madrid: 4 hrs.
1997 
Specialized Guides in Art: Zamora, Saint Teresa Cultural Foundation in Ávila and the Official School of Tourism of Castilla y León: 40 hrs.

1996 
Didactic Course of Art History, Department of Art History, University of Zaragoza and the Saint Teresa Cultural Foundation in Ávila: 40 hrs.

1996 
VIII Expedition of Historical Studies: Europe - Historical Projections and Perceptions, University of Salamanca: 40 hrs.

1994
Introduction to Computers (MS-DOS & "Works"), Sol Academy, Plasencia: 30 hrs.

1993 - 1994
First Certificate of English / Certificate of Advanced English, English Language Teaching Center (ELTC), University of St. Andrews: 75 hrs.

1993/94-96/98 
Medievalism and Neomedievalism in Spanish Architecture, Juan de Herrera Institute of Architecture, Polytechnic University of Madrid and the Saint Teresa Cultural Foundation in Ávila: 190 hrs.
1993/95/97
European Integration throughout History. Action Jean Monnet. Commission of the European Communities, University of Salamanca: 90 hrs.

1993/95/96 
V/VII/VIII Expedition of Historical Studies, University of Salamanca: 110 hrs.

1992 
Hispano-Portuguese Congress: Relations between Portugal and Spain during the Age of Discovery and Colonial Expansion, University of Salamanca: 30 hrs.

1992 

First Congress of Contemporary History of Spain, Univ. of Salamanca: 30 hrs.

1992 

Peoples, Nations and States in History, University of Salamanca: 30 hrs.

1991 
English for Academic Purposes, ELTC, University of St. Andrews: 80 hrs.

1991 

II Expedition of Iberoamerican Geography Studies, Univ. of Salamanca: 25 hrs.

1991 
Intro. to Prehistoric Rupestre Art in the Iberian Peninsula, UNED, Ávila: 40 hrs.
1991
Computer Studies (MS-DOS & “Works”), Centro de Estudios Sol, Plasencia: 30 hrs.

10.- PROFESSIONAL & CIVIC AFFILIATIONS.

Lifetime member

Kappa Pi - International Honorary Art Fraternity
Sustaining Member
College Art Association (CCA)

Member
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences (CCAS)
American Federation of Teachers (AFT)

Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP)

National Association of Professional Women (NAPW)
P.G. Vroom School PTA (Bayonne, NJ).
Board Member
Alexandria Arms Condo Association (Bayonne, NJ)
Civic Member 
Spanish-American Citizens’ Club (Bayonne, NJ)

Jewish Community Center (Bayonne, NJ)
Fellow



Comité Español de Historiadores del Arte (Spain)
National Researcher

Spanish Ministry of Education and Culture (Spain)
Researcher


Center for Historical Studies -C.S.I.C. (Spain)      

References, transcripts, and writing samples available upon request.
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