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My educational background is interdisciplinary par excellence.  Namely, it comprises of a 

PhD (Magna cum Laude) in Religious Studies by the University of Erfurt; a Master of Arts 

(Merit) in International Policy and Diplomacy by Staffordshire University for the Thesis of 

which I have received a Distinction, as well as a BSc (Hons., 2.1) in Computing Science by 

Staffordshire University. 

I have been a research fellow at the DFG-Graduiertenkolleg 1412 „Kulturelle Orientierungen 

und gesellschaftliche Ordnungsstrukturen in Südosteuropa“(Cultural Orientations and Social 

Structures in South-Eastern Europe) which is funded by the German Research Foundation 

and it is a collaboration project between the University of Erfurt and the Friedrich-Schiller-

University of Jena. There I have received funding for my research as well as full doctoral 

scholarship, and in addition, post-doctoral start-up funding for further research, which is 

currently in preparation. 

My, admittedly broad, research interests are: Politics of Religion and Culture, Cultural 

Diplomacy, Soft Power; Balkans, International Relations; Identity, Europeanness, 

Europeanization; Transforming Religioscapes, Religiocultural Human Geography, Migration, 

Greek Diasporas. 

 The research that I have so far conducted features the interplay of religion and politics, as 

well as the exercise of soft power on behalf of the Churches of Greece and Cyprus, especially 

as regards the process of Europeanisation. Also, I have analysed aspects of the Neo-Ottoman 

strategic depth doctrine and the revision that the Turkish international policies have 

undergone in conjunction with the parallel Islamist resurgence domestically. As a side-

project, I have collaborated in the examination of the Greek-Orthodox religioscapes of 

Germany in a postsecular context, concerning the dynamics of de- and reterritorialisation, as 

well as the symbolic religiocultural constellations thereof in the public sphere. 

From a regional perspective, my specialisation is mostly focused on the Balkans and the 

Eastern Mediterranean, where a great deal of conflict, secessionism, border changes and 

lingering disputes are diachronic, on the basis of ethno-religious, cultural differences and 

loyalties no less; a geostrategic region where continents and civilisations meet. 

I have an emerging publications record that emanates from my aforementioned activities, 

which among other things includes published material, conferences and colloquia where I 

was invited to speak, as well as a series of forthcoming accepted publications. 


