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Seçil Karal Akgün, Professor of History at the Middle East Technical University (METU, 

Ankara, Turkey)  is a 1969 graduate of the  Ankara University.  She started her academic 

career and  received her degrees at the Faculty of Letters (A.U.) with her researches on  

contemporary Turkish history.   After serving  ten years as a  research assistant and Associate 

Professor at  the Turkish Revolutionary History Institute of  Ankara University she joined the 

Middle East Technical University in 1981, becoming one of the two founders of the History 

Department and was promoted as  Professor of History in 1989. 

Prof. Akgün gives undergraduate and graduate courses on modern Ottoman  and 

contemporary Turkish history at METU. She was part time lecturer the Gülhane Military 

Medical Academy, War College and Bilkent University in Ankara. She received Fulbright 

(1984) and Truman Institute (Jerusalem) (1999) grants and did research in various archives in 

USA and Israel. She was twice a visiting professor at the Utah University,  USA;  University 

of Frankfurt, Germany and The Hebrew University in Jerusalem. From 2006 to 2010 she   

headed the project for classification and organization of the Turkish Red Cresent Archive  

which was opened to researchers in 2011.  

Prof Akgün’s publications in Turkey and abroad which are products of her  researches at the 

Turkish, American, English, German and Israel archives are on Ottoman and Turkish 

modernizations, American and Mormon missionaries in the Ottoman Empire,  Gallipoli 

Campaign and the Anzacs, the Armenian question,  Turkish Revolution, seclarism, education 

reform, the 27th of May Revolution, and the history of the Red Cresent.     

Chairing  the History Department of METU for the second time since 2003, Prof Akgün is 

member to various Turkish and foreign historical societies and NGOs. She  was the vice 

president of the Ataturkçü Düşünce Derneği and currently, of  Anıtkabir Derneği.  

 


